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Historians of science have long noted the influence of the nineteenth-century political economist Thomas
Robert Malthus on Charles Darwin. In a bold move, Piers J. Hale contends that this focus on Malthus and his
effect on Darwin’s evolutionary thought neglects a strong anti-Malthusian tradition in English intellectual
life, one that not only predated the 1859 publication of the Origin of Species but also persisted throughout the
Victorian period until World War I. Political Descent reveals that two evolutionary and political traditions
developed in England in the wake of the 1832 Reform Act: one Malthusian, the other decidedly anti-
Malthusian and owing much to the ideas of the French naturalist Jean Baptiste Lamarck.            
           
These two traditions, Hale shows, developed in a context of mutual hostility, debate, and refutation.
Participants disagreed not only about evolutionary processes but also on broader questions regarding the kind
of creature our evolution had made us and in what kind of society we ought therefore to live. Significantly,
and in spite of Darwin’s acknowledgement that natural selection was “the doctrine of Malthus, applied to the
whole animal and vegetable kingdoms,” both sides of the debate claimed to be the more correctly
“Darwinian.” By exploring the full spectrum of scientific and political issues at stake, Political Descent
offers a novel approach to the relationship between evolution and political thought in the Victorian and
Edwardian eras.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Whitmore:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means
that e-book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Political Descent: Malthus, Mutualism, and the Politics of
Evolution in Victorian England.

Albert Guerra:

The book Political Descent: Malthus, Mutualism, and the Politics of Evolution in Victorian England can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave
the great thing like a book Political Descent: Malthus, Mutualism, and the Politics of Evolution in Victorian
England? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Political
Descent: Malthus, Mutualism, and the Politics of Evolution in Victorian England has simple shape but you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Grubb:

The reserve untitled Political Descent: Malthus, Mutualism, and the Politics of Evolution in Victorian
England is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content
that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Political
Descent: Malthus, Mutualism, and the Politics of Evolution in Victorian England from the publisher to make
you much more enjoy free time.

Robert Dunham:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Political Descent: Malthus,
Mutualism, and the Politics of Evolution in Victorian England which is finding the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's observe.
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