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The companion volume to the celebrated PBS television series, with a new preface to mark its twenty-
fifth anniversary
 
With more than 500 illustrations: rare Civil War photographs—many never before published—as well
as paintings, lithographs, and maps reproduced in full color
 
It was the greatest war in American history. It was waged in 10,000 places—from Valverde, New Mexico,
and Tullahoma, Tennessee, to St. Albans, Vermont, and Fernandina on the Florida coast. More than 3
million Americans fought in it and more than 600,000 men died in it. Not only the immensity of the
cataclysm but the new weapons, the new standards of generalship, and the new strategies of
destruction—together with the birth of photography—were to make the Civil War an event present ever
since in the American consciousness. Thousands of books have been written about it. Yet there has never
been a history of the Civil War quite like this one.
 
A wealth of documentary illustrations and a narrative alive with original and energetic scholarship combine
to present both the grand sweep of events and the minutest of human details. Here are the crucial events of
the war: the firing of the first shots at Fort Sumter; the battles of Shiloh, Chancellorsville, and Gettysburg;
the siege of Vicksburg; Sherman’s dramatic march to the sea; the surrender at Appomattox. Here are the
superb portraits of the key figures: Abraham Lincoln, claiming for the presidency almost autocratic power in
order to preserve the Union; the austere Jefferson Davis, whose government disappeared almost before it
could be formed; Robert E. Lee and Ulysses S. Grant, seasoned generals of fierce brilliance and reckless
determination. Here is the America in which the war was fought: The Civil War is not simply the story of
great battles and great generals; it is also an elaborate portrait of the American people—individuals and
families, northerners and southerners, soldiers and civilians, slaves and slaveowners, rich and poor, urban
and rural—caught up in the turbulence of the times.
 
An additional resonance is provided by four essays, the work of prominent Civil War historians. Don E.
Fehrenbacher discusses the causes of the war; Barbara J. Fields writes about emancipation; James M.
McPherson looks at the politics of the 1864 election; C. Vann Woodward speculates on how the war has
affected the American identity. And Shelby Foote talks to filmmaker Ken Burns about wartime life on the
battlefield and at home.
 
A magnificent book. In its visual power, its meticulous research, its textual brilliance, and the humanity of its
narrative, The Civil War will stand among the most illuminating and memorable portrayals of the American
past. 
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From reader reviews:

Keith Barnett:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The Civil War: An
Illustrated History book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just
a book.

Burton Zinn:

This book untitled The Civil War: An Illustrated History to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the
e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Maurice Conner:

Typically the book The Civil War: An Illustrated History has a lot details on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Billy Golden:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book The Civil War: An Illustrated History to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading.
Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and looking
at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the
reserve The Civil War: An Illustrated History can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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