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When the Wehrmacht rolled into the Soviet Union in World War II, it got more than it bargained for.
Notwithstanding the Red Army's retreat, Soviet citizens fought fiercely against German occupiers, engaging
in raids, sabotage, and intelligence gathering largely without any oversight from Stalin and his iron-fisted
rule.

Kenneth Slepyan provides an enlightening social and political history of the Soviet partisan movement, a
people's army of irregulars fighting behind enemy lines. These insurgents included not only civilians-many
of them women-but also stranded Red Army soldiers, national minorities, and even former collaborators.
While others have documented the military contributions of the movement, Slepyan is the first to describe it
as a social phenomenon and to reveal how its members were both challenged and transformed by the crucible
of war.

By tracing the movement's origins, internal squabbles, and evolution throughout the war, Slepyan shows that
people who suddenly had the autonomy to act on their own came to rethink the Stalinist regime. He assesses
how partisan initiative and self-reliance competed with and countered the demands of state control and how
social identities influenced relations among partisans, as well as between partisans and Soviet authorities.

Slepyan has tapped newly opened Soviet archives, as well as wartime radio broadcasts and Communist Party
publications and memoirs, to depict the partisans as agents actively pursuing their own agendas. His book
gives us a picture of their day-to-day struggle that was previously unknown to all but those few who
personally survived the experience, paying special attention to questions of nationality, ethnicity, and gender
to illuminate the sociopolitical relations within this diverse group. Through these varied accounts, he
demonstrates that Soviet citizens reinterpreted Stalinism and the Soviet experience in the context of total
war.

Offering numerous fresh insights into the partisans' multifaceted relationship with the state, Slepyan's book
reveals the ways in which the war simultaneously reinforced and undermined both Stalinism and the Soviet
system. Ultimately, his study rescues the Soviet partisans from obscurity to depict the complexity of their
lives and underscore their vital contributions to the defense of their homeland.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Fetter:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Stalin's Guerrillas: Soviet
Partisans in World War II (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) to read.

Donna Antonucci:

This book untitled Stalin's Guerrillas: Soviet Partisans in World War II (Modern War Studies) (Modern War
Studies (Hardcover)) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read
this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail
store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this e-book from your list.

Jennifer Howard:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the reserve untitled Stalin's Guerrillas: Soviet Partisans in World War II (Modern War
Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

George Medrano:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Stalin's Guerrillas: Soviet Partisans in World War II
(Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) can give you a lot of friends because by you
checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information
that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals.
So , why hesitate? Let's have Stalin's Guerrillas: Soviet Partisans in World War II (Modern War Studies)
(Modern War Studies (Hardcover)).
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