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How did East and West Germany and Japan reconstitute national identity after World War II? Did all three
experience parallel reactions to national trauma and reconstruction?

History education shaped how these nations reconceived their national identities. Because the content of
history education was controlled by different actors, history education materials framed national identity in
very different ways. In Japan, where the curriculum was controlled by bureaucrats bent on maintaining their
purported neutrality, materials focused on the empirical building blocks of history (who? where? what?) at
the expense of discussions of historical responsibility. In East Germany, where party cadres controlled the
curriculum, students were taught that World War II was a capitalist aberration. In (West) Germany, where
teachers controlled the curriculum, students were taught the lessons of shame and then regeneration after
historians turned away from grand national narratives.

This book shows that constructions of national identity are not easily malleable on the basis of moral and
political concerns only, but that they are subject to institutional constraints and opportunities. In an age when
post-conflict reconstruction and reconciliation has become a major focus of international policies, the
analysis offers important implications for the parallel revision of portrayals of national history and the
institutional reconstruction of policy-making regimes.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Chacko:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Postwar History Education in Japan
and the Germanys: Guilty lessons (Routledge Contemporary Japan) book since this book offers you rich data
and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you
know.

Thelma Price:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Postwar History Education in Japan and the Germanys: Guilty
lessons (Routledge Contemporary Japan) can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Larry Parrish:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Postwar History Education in Japan and the
Germanys: Guilty lessons (Routledge Contemporary Japan) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Elizabeth Webster:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top checklist in your reading list is actually Postwar History Education in Japan and the Germanys: Guilty
lessons (Routledge Contemporary Japan). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can
get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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