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In the 1950s and ‘60s, John W. Allen told the people of southern Illinois about themselves—about their

region, its history, and its folkways—in his series of newspaper articles, “It Happened in Southern Illinois.”

Each installment of the series depicted a single item of interest—a town, a building, an enterprise, a person,

an event, a custom.  Originally published in 1963, Legends & Lore of Southern Illinois brings together a

selection of these articles preserving a valuable body of significant local history and cultural lore.

During territorial times and early statehood, southern Illinois was the most populous and most

influential part of the state. But the advent of the steamboat and the building of the National Road made the

lands to the west and north more easily accessible, and the later settlers struck out for the more expansive

and fertile prairies. The effect of this movement was to isolate that section of the state known as Egypt and

halt its development, creating what Allen termed “an historical eddy.” Bypassed as it was by the main

current of westward expansion and economic growth, its culture changed very slowly. Methods, practices,

and the tools of the pioneer continued in use for a long time. The improved highways and better means of

communication of the twentieth century brought a marked change upon the region, and daily life no longer

differed materially from that of other areas.

            Against such a cultural and historical backdrop, Mr. Allen wrote these sketches of the people of

southern Illinois—of their folkways and beliefs, their endeavors, successes, failures, and tragedies, and of the

land to which they came.  There are stories here of slaves and their masters, criminals, wandering peddlers,

politicians, law courts and vigilantes, and of boat races on the rivers. Allen also looks at the region’s earlier

history, describing American Indian ruins, monuments, and artifacts as well as the native population’s

encounters with European settlers.

            Many of the vestiges of the region’s past culture have all but disappeared, surviving only in museums

and in the written record. This new paperback edition of Legends & Lore of Southern Illinois brings that past

culture to life again in Allen’s descriptive, engaging style.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Heil:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Legends and Lore of Southern Illinois (Shawnee Classics), you may tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Karen Shiner:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Legends and Lore of Southern Illinois (Shawnee Classics) your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get previous to. The Legends and Lore of Southern Illinois (Shawnee Classics) giving you a different
experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life within
this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased
when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing
spare time activity?

Roger Thomas:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This e-book Legends and Lore of Southern Illinois (Shawnee Classics) was filled regarding science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience
enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Henry Stanton:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Legends and Lore of Southern Illinois (Shawnee Classics) or
others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books
are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes



Legends and Lore of Southern Illinois (Shawnee Classics) to make your spare time more colorful. Many
types of book like this.
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