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Classrooms and Clinics is the first book-length assessment of the development of public school health

policies from the late nineteenth century through the early years of the Great Depression. Richard A. Meckel

examines the efforts of early twentieth-century child health care advocates and reformers to utilize urban

schools to deliver health care services to socioeconomically disadvantaged and medically underserved

children in the primary grades. Their goal, Meckel shows, was to improve the children’s health and thereby

improve their academic performance.

Meckel situates these efforts within a larger late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century public discourse

relating schools and schooling, especially in cities and towns, to child health. He describes and explains how

that discourse and the school hygiene movement it inspired served as critical sites for the constructive

negotiation of the nature and extent of the public school’s—and by extension the state’s—responsibility for

protecting and promoting the physical and mental health of the children for whom it was providing a

compulsory education.

Tracing the evolution of that negotiation through four overlapping stages, Meckel shows how, why, and by

whom the health of schoolchildren was discursively constructed as a sociomedical problem and charts and

explains the changes that construction underwent over time.  He also connects the changes in problem

construction to the design and implementation of various interventions and services and evaluates how that

design and implementation were affected by the response of the civic, parental, professional, educational,

public health, and social welfare groups that considered themselves stakeholders and took part in the

discourse. And, most significantly, he examines the responses called forth by the question at the heart of the

negotiations: what services are necessitated by the state’s and school’s taking responsibility for protecting

and promoting the health and physical and mental development of schoolchildren.  He concludes that the

negotiations resulted both in the partial medicalization of American primary education and in the articulation

and adoption of a school health policy that accepted the school’s responsibility for protecting and promoting

the health of its students while largely limiting the services called for to the preventive and educational.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Fogarty:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Classrooms and Clinics: Urban
Schools and the Protection and Promotion of Child Health, 1870-1930 (Critical Issues in Health and
Medicine) is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Dennis Taylor:

This Classrooms and Clinics: Urban Schools and the Protection and Promotion of Child Health, 1870-1930
(Critical Issues in Health and Medicine) is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it.
So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Classrooms
and Clinics: Urban Schools and the Protection and Promotion of Child Health, 1870-1930 (Critical Issues in
Health and Medicine) in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can
say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Luther Keller:

The book untitled Classrooms and Clinics: Urban Schools and the Protection and Promotion of Child Health,
1870-1930 (Critical Issues in Health and Medicine) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the
girl idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you
can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Maria Swensen:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called
of book Classrooms and Clinics: Urban Schools and the Protection and Promotion of Child Health, 1870-
1930 (Critical Issues in Health and Medicine). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving
behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most



essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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