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Rhetorical theory, the core of Roman education, taught rules of public speaking that are still influential
today. But Roman rhetoric has long been regarded as having little important to say about political ideas. The
State of Speech presents a forceful challenge to this view. The first book to read Roman rhetorical writing as
a mode of political thought, it focuses on Rome's greatest practitioner and theorist of public speech, Cicero.
Through new readings of his dialogues and treatises, Joy Connolly shows how Cicero's treatment of the
Greek rhetorical tradition's central questions is shaped by his ideal of the republic and the citizen. Rhetoric,
Connolly argues, sheds new light on Cicero's deepest political preoccupations: the formation of individual
and communal identity, the communicative role of the body, and the "unmanly" aspects of politics,
especially civility and compromise.

Transcending traditional lines between rhetorical and political theory, The State of Speech is a major
contribution to the current debate over the role of public speech in Roman politics. Instead of a conventional,
top-down model of power, it sketches a dynamic model of authority and consent enacted through oratorical
performance and examines how oratory modeled an ethics of citizenship for the masses as well as the elite. It
explains how imperial Roman rhetoricians reshaped Cicero's ideal republican citizen to meet the new
political conditions of autocracy, and defends Ciceronian thought as a resource for contemporary democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Bell:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly
because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this The State of Speech: Rhetoric and
Political Thought in Ancient Rome to read.

Marni Elliott:

The particular book The State of Speech: Rhetoric and Political Thought in Ancient Rome will bring
someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book The State of Speech:
Rhetoric and Political Thought in Ancient Rome is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the
e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Eleanor Hotchkiss:

This The State of Speech: Rhetoric and Political Thought in Ancient Rome is great reserve for you because
the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can say no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
The State of Speech: Rhetoric and Political Thought in Ancient Rome in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Lauren Clarke:

This The State of Speech: Rhetoric and Political Thought in Ancient Rome is completely new way for you
who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into
it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this The State of
Speech: Rhetoric and Political Thought in Ancient Rome can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form which
can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them
feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this



e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.
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