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Four stresses, a line broken in two by a caesura, and a pattern of alliteration linking the two half-lines were
features of the staple manner of Anglo-Saxon verse. And this tradition of writing continued into post-
Conquest England, sometimes providing a distinctive alternative to rhymed or stanzaic verse, sometimes
coexisting with it, occasionally a little uneasily. 'But trusteth wel, I am a Southren man; I kan nat geeste 'rum,
ram, ruf', by lettre ...' says Chaucer's Parson, parodying the manner of alliterative verse and hinting at its
provinciality. Much of it was, in fact, written in the west and north of England. The late efflorescence of
alliterative writing in fourteenth-century and early fifteenth-century England is remarkable for its range and
quality, and this is the focus of this collection of essays, five of which have not been published before. There
are four essays on some of the lyrics preserved in London, British Library MS Harley 2253, two on Winner
and Waster and The Parlement of the Thre Ages, both of which are preserved in London, British Library MS
Additional 31042, and two on poems from London, British Library MS Cotton Nero A. x - one on Sir
Gawain and the Green Knight and contemporary knighthood, and one on Patience and the question of
obedience to authority. One essay focuses on an incident in Piers Plowman dealing with the lawlessness of
the gentry. Another looks at Pierce the Ploughman's Crede and Lollard attitudes to written texts. And another
considers the clerical agenda of St Erkenwald and the writing of history. Two related texts - Richard the
Redeles and Mum and the Sothsegger - are analysed, along with Gower's Cronica Tripartita, as verdicts on
the reign of Richard II and as expressions of the determination of poets to comment on political affairs in
contexts which sought to silence them. Finally, what may have been the last great English alliterative poem,
Scotish Ffeilde, is considered in relation to other contemporary poems on the Battle of Flodden of 1513.
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From reader reviews:

Jaclyn Warner:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Lost Tradition:
Essays on Middle English Alliterative Poetry. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You
can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Gary Tawney:

The e-book untitled The Lost Tradition: Essays on Middle English Alliterative Poetry is the publication that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer
was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Lost Tradition: Essays on Middle English Alliterative Poetry
from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Russell Stringer:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The Lost
Tradition: Essays on Middle English Alliterative Poetry your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The The Lost Tradition: Essays on Middle English
Alliterative Poetry giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
facts for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Naomi Harris:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the
top collection in your reading list will be The Lost Tradition: Essays on Middle English Alliterative Poetry.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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