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The offertory has played a crucial role in recent vigorous debates about the origins of Gregorian chant. Its
elaborate solo verses are among the most splendid of chant melodies, yet the verses ceased to be performed
in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, making them among the least known and studied members of the
repertory. Rebecca Maloy now offers the first comprehensive investigation of the offertory, drawing upon its
music, texts, and liturgical history to shed new light on its origins and chronology. Maloy addresses issues
that are at the very heart of chant scholarship, such as the relationship between the Gregorian and Old Roman
melodies, the nature of oral transmission, the presence of non-Roman pieces in the Gregorian repertory, and
the influence of theoretical thought on the transmission of the melodies.
Although the Old Roman chant versions were not recorded in writing until the eleventh century, it has long
been assumed that they closely reflect the eighth-century state of the melodies. Maloy illustrates, however,
that rather than preserving a pristine earlier version of the melodies, the prolonged period of oral
transmission from the eighth to the eleventh centuries instead enforced a formulaic trend. Demonstrating that
certain musical and textual traits of the offertory are distributed in distinct patterns by liturgical season, she
outlines new chronological layers within the repertory, and along the way, explores the presence and
implications of foreign imports into the Roman and Gregorian repertories. Carefully weighing questions
surrounding the origins of elaborate verse melodies, Maloy deftly establishes that these melodies reached
their final form at a relatively late date.
Available for the first time as a complete critical edition, ninety-four Gregorian and Old Roman offertories
are presented on a companion website in transcriptions which readers can view side-by-side. The book also
provides music examples and essays that elucidate these transcriptions with significant insights into their
similarities and differences. Inside the Offertory will be an important and longstanding resource for all
students and scholars of early liturgical music, as well as performers of early music and medievalists
interested in music.
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From reader reviews:

Dominick Carter:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the
Inside the Offertory: Aspects of Chronology and Transmission is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

William Sebastian:

Inside the Offertory: Aspects of Chronology and Transmission can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Inside the Offertory: Aspects
of Chronology and Transmission however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn
you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Willie Wilson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Inside the Offertory:
Aspects of Chronology and Transmission which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's observe.

Clara Palmer:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication Inside the Offertory: Aspects of Chronology and Transmission was
filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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