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When James Joyce called the Irish “the most belated race in Europe,” he stated a complex truth about the
history of his people and the nation they had been creating since the eighteenth century. The Irish would, in
Joyce’s lifetime, write many masterpieces of modernism in English, while at the same time forging a nation-
state in many ways still backward-looking and traditionalist.

This paradox of Irish history is one of the many topics addressed in Terry Eagleton’s latest book. Heathcliff
and the Great Hunger reads Irish culture from Swift and Burke to Yeats and Joyce in the light of the
tortuous, often tragic socio-political history that conditioned it.

Eagleton opens with a brilliant conjugation of Wuthering Heights in the context of the famine in Ireland,
highlighting the Irish connections of the Brontë family. He follows with a powerful analysis of the Protestant
Ascendancy’s failure to achieve hegemony in Ireland; a dissection of the paradoxes of the Act of Union; a
detailed account, spanning fiction from Swift and Maria Edgeworth, through Lady Morgan, Mauturin, Le
Fanu and Stoker, to George Moore, of why the realist novel never flourished in Ireland; and a pointed
consideration of the two great Irish exiles, Oscar Wilde and George Bernard Shaw. The book also looks at
the radical culture of Ulster and the cultural politics of nineteenth-century Ireland.

Drawing culture, writing and history together in a bold configuration, Eagleton changes the contours of Irish
criticism and intervenes powerfully in Irish historical debate.
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From reader reviews:

Erin Marshall:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Heathcliff and
the Great Hunger: Studies in Irish Culture? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Crystal Parrish:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Heathcliff and the Great Hunger: Studies in Irish
Culture had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information.
It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Heathcliff and the Great Hunger: Studies in Irish Culture is not
only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book Heathcliff and
the Great Hunger: Studies in Irish Culture. You never experience lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Bernice Martinez:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will update themselves by
reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you actually is you don't know
which you should start with. This Heathcliff and the Great Hunger: Studies in Irish Culture is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Doug Campbell:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
Heathcliff and the Great Hunger: Studies in Irish Culture.
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