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An extraordinary account of how a small Texas town struggled to come to grips with its racist past in the
aftermath of the brutal murder of James Byrd, Jr.

On June 7, 1998, a forty-nine-year-old black man named James Byrd, Jr., was chained to the bumper of a
truck and dragged three miles down a country road by a trio of young white men. It didn't take long for the
residents of Jasper, Texas, to learn about the murder or to worry that the name of their town would become
the nation's shorthand for hate crimes.

From the initial investigation through the trials and their aftermath, A Death in Texas tells the story of the
infamous Byrd murder as seen through the eyes of enlightened Sheriff Billy Rowles. What he sees is a
community forced to confront not only a grisly crime but also antebellum traditions about race. Drawing on
extensive interviews with key players, journalist Dina Temple-Raston introduces a remarkable cast of
characters, from the baby-faced killer, Bill King, to Joe Tonahill, Jasper's white patriarch who can't
understand the furor over the killing. There's also James Byrd, the hard-drinking victim with his own dark
past; the prosecutor and defense attorneys; and Bill King's father, who is dying of a broken heart as he awaits
his son's execution.

Just as Bernard Lefkowitz pulled back the curtain on Glenridge, New Jersey, in his classic work Our Guys,
Temple-Raston goes behind the scenes in Jasper, Texas, to tell the story of a town where racism and evil
made itself at home
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From reader reviews:

James Bass:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this A Death in Texas: A Story of Race,
Murder and a Small Town's Struggle for Redemption book as starter and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Nellie Kim:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject A Death in Texas:
A Story of Race, Murder and a Small Town's Struggle for Redemption suitable to you? The particular book
was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled A Death in Texas: A Story of
Race, Murder and a Small Town's Struggle for Redemptionis the main of several books in which everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple
way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Charles Malone:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide A Death in Texas: A Story of Race, Murder and a Small Town's Struggle for
Redemption was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book
that you simply wanted.

Erin Kizer:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book A Death in Texas: A Story of
Race, Murder and a Small Town's Struggle for Redemption to make your current reading is interesting. Your
skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you
enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st
opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the e-book A Death in Texas: A Story of
Race, Murder and a Small Town's Struggle for Redemption can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel



alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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