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In the third century BCE, Ashoka ruled an empire encompassing much of modern-day India, Pakistan,
Afghanistan, and Bangladesh. During his reign, Buddhism proliferated across the South Asian subcontinent,
and future generations of Asians came to see him as the ideal Buddhist king. Disentangling the threads of
Ashoka’s life from the knot of legend that surrounds it, Nayanjot Lahiri presents a vivid biography of this
extraordinary Indian emperor and deepens our understanding of a legacy that extends beyond the bounds of
Ashoka’s lifetime and dominion.

At the center of Lahiri’s account is the complex personality of the Maurya dynasty’s third emperor?a
strikingly contemplative monarch, at once ambitious and humane, who introduced a unique style of
benevolent governance. Ashoka’s edicts, carved into rock faces and stone pillars, reveal an eloquent ruler
who, unusually for the time, wished to communicate directly with his people. The voice he projected was
personal, speaking candidly about the watershed events in his life and expressing his regrets as well as his
wishes to his subjects.

Ashoka’s humanity is conveyed most powerfully in his tale of the Battle of Kalinga. Against all conventions
of statecraft, he depicts his victory as a tragedy rather than a triumph?a shattering experience that led him to
embrace the Buddha’s teachings. Ashoka in Ancient India breathes new life into a towering figure of the
ancient world, one who, in the words of Jawaharlal Nehru, “was greater than any king or emperor.”
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Stover:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Ashoka in Ancient India is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Evita Young:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others.
When you read this Ashoka in Ancient India, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Bill Flores:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the book untitled Ashoka in Ancient India can be good book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Phyllis Tucker:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
usually Ashoka in Ancient India.
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