
The Moor in Elizabethan England: Exoticism in
Othello

Christine Merklein

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=B00BDB3G24
http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=B00BDB3G24
http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=B00BDB3G24


The Moor in Elizabethan England: Exoticism in Othello

Christine Merklein

The Moor in Elizabethan England: Exoticism in Othello Christine Merklein
Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1-, University of Würzburg (Anglistik- Literaturwissenschaft, Kulturwissenschaft, Didaktik), course:
Shakespeare-Seminar, 14 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: In his introduction to The
Moor in English Renaissance Drama,Jack D’Amico mentions that “as an opposite in race, religion, and
disposition, the Moor can be used to confirm the superiority of Western values”. This is a clear statement
about the position of Moors, but to a rather unclear topic: As will be shown below, the term ‘Moor’ was not
clearly defined in Elizabethan England and is even in today’s criticism left to some discussion. Although it
was not unusual in 16th-century England to see Moors acting on stage, it was indeed unusual to portray them
like Shakespeare did inOthello.He draws a very special and unique picture of the Moor, not only in
comparison to contemporary stage portrayals of Moors, but also compared to the other characters of the play.
Othello is exotic because of many reasons. His origin, his complexion and his values are only some of them.
All together they determine his exoticism. The blackness of his skin is the visual signifier of his otherness
and exoticism, and plays an important role, wherefore it is an important topic of this work. When taking a
closer look at this exoticism, racism is an important topic: “no analysis of Othello ‘can be adequate if it
ignores the factor of race.’”. The aim of this work is not to answer the question whetherOthellois a racist play
or not, but because “black/white oppositions permeate”3the tragedy, racism in the sense of people’s reactions
and attitudes towards exotic foreigners will inevitably be a topic here.
This essay is divided in two main parts. One of them is discussing the term ‘Moor’, its meaning in
Elizabethan England, and the stereotype which is connected with it. The other is taking a closer look at the
exoticism portrayed in Othello itself. The conclusion at the end tries to bring these two parts together,
although many links between them are made throughout.
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From reader reviews:

Emily Carey:

This book untitled The Moor in Elizabethan England: Exoticism in Othello to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Amado Spieker:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the book untitled The Moor in Elizabethan England: Exoticism in
Othello can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Phil Garcia:

The book untitled The Moor in Elizabethan England: Exoticism in Othello contain a lot of information on
this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so
do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides
you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Virginia Shrader:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is The Moor in Elizabethan England: Exoticism in Othello this publication consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up.
The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.
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