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From The Two Gentlemen of Verona in the early 1590s to The Two Noble Kinsmen at the end of his career
around 1614, Shakespeare wrote at least eighteen plays that can be called 'comedies': a far higher number
than that for any other genre in which he wrote. So what is a Shakespearean comedy? We associate these
plays with such themes as mistaken identities, happy marriages, and exuberant cross dressing, but how
representative are these of the oeuvre as a whole?

In this Very Short Introduction, Bart van Es explores the full range of the playwright's comic writing, from
the neat classical plotting of early works like The Comedy of Errors to the corrupt world of the so-called
problem plays, written in the middle years of Shakespeare's life. Examining Shakespeare's influences and
sources, van Es compares his plays to those of his rivals, and looks at the history of the plays in performance,
from the biographies of Shakespeare's original actors to the plays' endless reinvention in modern stage
productions and in films. Identifying the key qualities that make Shakespearean comedy distinctive, van Es
traces the changing nature of Shakespeare's comic writing over the course of a career that spanned nearly a
quarter century of theatrical change.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Williams:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Shakespeare's Comedies: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Samuel Potter:

The publication untitled Shakespeare's Comedies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is
the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Shakespeare's Comedies: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Mae Bushee:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should
read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Shakespeare's Comedies: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

John Coffin:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Shakespeare's Comedies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) when you
necessary it?
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