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The ducal court of Cosimo I de' Medici in sixteenth-century Florence was one of absolutist, rule-bound
order. Portraiture especially served the dynastic pretensions of the absolutist ruler, Duke Cosimo and his
consort, Eleonora di Toledo, and was part of a Herculean programme of propaganda to establish legitimacy
and prestige for the new sixteenth-century Florentine court.

In this engaging and original study, Gabrielle Langdon analyses selected portraits of women by Jacopo
Pontormo, Agnolo Bronzino, Alessandro Allori, and other masters. She defines their function as works of
art, as dynastic declarations, and as encoded documents of court culture and propaganda, illuminating
Cosimo's conscious fashioning of his court portraiture in imitation of the great courts of Europe. Langdon
explores the use of portraiture as a vehicle to express Medici political policy, such as with Cosimo's
Hapsburg and Papal alliances in his bid to be made Grand Duke with hegemony over rival Italian princes.

Stories from archives, letters, diaries, chronicles, and secret ambassadorial briefs, open up a world of
fascinating, personalities, personal triumphs, human frailty, rumour, intrigue, and appalling tragedies.
Lavishly illustrated, Medici Women: Portraits of Power, Love and Betrayal in the Court of Duke Cosimo I is
an indispensable work for anyone with a passion for Italian renaissance history, art, and court culture.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Jones:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Medici Women: Portraits of Power, Love, and Betrayal in the
Court of Duke Cosimo I. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important the book Medici Women: Portraits of Power, Love, and Betrayal in the Court of
Duke Cosimo I. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, you can open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Judith Roemer:

The book Medici Women: Portraits of Power, Love, and Betrayal in the Court of Duke Cosimo I can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave the best thing like a book Medici Women: Portraits of Power, Love, and Betrayal in the Court of Duke
Cosimo I? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give
many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data
that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Medici Women:
Portraits of Power, Love, and Betrayal in the Court of Duke Cosimo I has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Elizabeth Schwartz:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Medici Women:
Portraits of Power, Love, and Betrayal in the Court of Duke Cosimo I, you may tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
publication.

Cheryl Burnett:

The publication with title Medici Women: Portraits of Power, Love, and Betrayal in the Court of Duke
Cosimo I has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now.



That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new
era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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