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Since the civil rights era, the doctrine of nonviolence has enjoyed near-universal acceptance by the US Left.
Today protest is often shaped by cooperation with state authorities—even organizers of rallies against police
brutality apply for police permits, and anti-imperialists usually stop short of supporting self-defense and
armed resistance. How Nonviolence Protects the State challenges the belief that nonviolence is the only way
to fight for a better world. In a call bound to stir controversy and lively debate, Peter Gelderloos invites
activists to consider diverse tactics, passionately arguing that exclusive nonviolence often acts to reinforce
the same structures of oppression that activists seek to overthrow.

Contemporary movements for social change face plenty of difficult questions, but sometimes matters of
strategy and tactics receive low priority. Many North American activists fail to scrutinize the role of
nonviolence, never posing essential questions:

• Is nonviolence effective at ending systems of oppression?

• Does nonviolence intersect with white privilege and the dominance of North over South?

• How does pacifism reinforce the same power dynamic as patriarchy?

• Ultimately, does nonviolence protect the state?

Peter Gelderloos is a radical community organizer. He is the author of Consensus: A New Handbook for
Grassroots Political, Social, and Environmental Groups and a contributor to Letters From Young Activists.
He is the co-facilitator of a workshop on the prison system, and is also involved in independent media,
copwatching, anti-oppression work, and anarchist organizing.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Bussey:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they
write about the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of
them is this How Nonviolence Protects the State.

Marvin Smith:

The reserve with title How Nonviolence Protects the State has lot of information that you can learn it. You
can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist
in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how
the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the
e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Billy Shaner:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this How Nonviolence Protects the State book
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who
read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still question How Nonviolence Protects the State as good book not just by the cover
but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Rod Reese:

Beside this particular How Nonviolence Protects the State in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh
from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have How Nonviolence Protects the State because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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