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Popularized by books and films like Andersonville, The Great Escape, and The Hanoi Hilton, and recounted
in innumerable postwar memoirs, the POW story holds a special place in American culture. Robert Doyle's
remarkable study shows why it has retained such enormous power to move and instruct us.

Long after wartime, memories of captivity haunt former wartime prisoners, their families, and their society-
witness the continuing Vietnam MIA-POW controversies-and raise fundamental questions about human
nature and survival under inhumane conditions. The prison landscapes have varied dramatically: Indian
villages during the Forest Wars; floating hulks during the Revolution and War of 1812; slave bagnios in
Algeria and Tripoli; hotels and haciendas during the Mexican War; large rural camps like Andersonville in
the South or converted federal armories like Elmira in the North; stalags in Germany and death-ridden
tropical camps in the Philippines; frozen jails in North Korea; and the "Hanoi Hilton" and bamboo prisons of
Vietnam. But, as Doyle demonstrates, the story remains the same.

Doyle shows that, though setting and circumstance may change, POW stories share a common structure and
are driven by similar themes. Capture, incarceration, isolation, propaganda, torture, capitulation or resistance,
death, spiritual quest, escape, liberation, and repatriation are recurrent key motifs in these narratives. It is
precisely these elements, Doyle contends, that have made this genre such a fascinating and enduring literary
form.

Drawing from a wide array of sources, including official documents, first-person accounts, histories, and
personal letters, in addition to folklore and fiction, Doyle illustrates the timelessness of the POW story and
shows why it has become central to our understanding of the American experience of war.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Maes:

The book Voices from Captivity: Interpreteting the American POW Narrative (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave
the good thing like a book Voices from Captivity: Interpreteting the American POW Narrative (Modern War
Studies (Hardcover))? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Voices from
Captivity: Interpreteting the American POW Narrative (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Helen Kingsbury:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Voices
from Captivity: Interpreteting the American POW Narrative (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) suitable to
you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Voices from
Captivity: Interpreteting the American POW Narrative (Modern War Studies (Hardcover))is the main one of
several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented
of the world in this particular book.

Irma Huges:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Voices from Captivity: Interpreteting the American POW Narrative (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) your
brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for
but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then
become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The Voices from
Captivity: Interpreteting the American POW Narrative (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) giving you one
more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to
be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?

Michael Hale:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know



everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This guide Voices from Captivity: Interpreteting the American POW Narrative
(Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you
know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now,
many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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