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In The Painter's Practice, James Cahill reveals the intricacies of the painter's life with respect to payment
and patronage--an approach that is still largely absent from the study of East Asian art. Drawing upon such
unofficial archival sources as diaries and letters, Cahill challenges the traditional image of the disinterested
amateur scholar-artist, unconcerned with material rewards, that has been developed by China's literati,
perpetuated in conventional biographies, and abetted by the artists themselves. His work fills in the hitherto
unexplored social and economic contexts in which painters worked, revealing the details of how painters in
China actually made their living from the sixteenth century onward. Considering the marketplace as well as
the studio, Cahill reviews the practices and working conditions of artists outside the Imperial Court such as
the employment of assistants and the use of sketchbooks and prints by earlier artists for sources of motifs. As
loose, flamboyant brushwork came into vogue, Cahill argues, these highly imitable styles ironically
facilitated the forger's task, flooding the market with copies, sometimes commissioned and signed by the
artists themselves. In tracing the great shift from seeing the painting as a picture to a concentration on the
painter's hand, Cahill challenges the archetype of the scholar-artist and provides an enlightened perspective
that profoundly changes the way we interpret familiar paintings.
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From reader reviews:

Stanley Kamp:

The book The Painter's Practice gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to
make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having
big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book The Painter's Practice to be your habit,
you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of
or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a e-book The Painter's Practice. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

John Silverstein:

This The Painter's Practice book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will
get. This particular The Painter's Practice without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical
in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry The Painter's Practice can bring if you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
cellphone. This The Painter's Practice having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will
not feel uninterested in reading.

Carrie Wilson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one having
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the The Painter's Practice is kind of reserve which
is giving the reader capricious experience.

Joseph Moody:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That The Painter's Practice can give you a lot of close friends because
by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great men
and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Painter's Practice.
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