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This is the first scholarly art-historical appraisal of Anglo-Saxon coinage, from its inception in the late sixth
century to Offa's second reform of the penny c.792. Outside numismatic circles, this material has largely
been ignored because of its complexity, yet artistically this is the most vibrant period of English coinage,
with die-cutters showing flair and innovation and employing hundreds of different designs in their work. By
analysing the iconography of the early coinage, this book intends to introduce its rich legacy to a wide
audience. Anna Gannon divides the designs of the coins into four main categories: busts (including attributes
and drapery), human figures, animals and geometrical patterns, presenting prototypes, sources of the
repertoire and parallels with contemporary visual arts for each motif. The comparisons demonstrate the
central role of coins in the eclectic visual culture of the time, with the advantages of official sanctioning and
wide circulation to support and diffuse new ideas and images. The sources of the motifs clarify the
relationship between the many designs of the complex Secondary phase (c.710-50). Contemporary literature
and theological writings often offer the key to the interpretation of motifs, hinting at a universal
preoccupation with religious themes. The richness of designs and display of learning point to a sophisticated
patronage with access to exotic prototypes, excellent craftsmanship and wealth; it is likely that minsters, as
rich, learned, and well-organized institutions, were behind some of the coinage. After the economic crises of
the mid-eighth century this flamboyant iconography was swept away: with the notable exeption of the coins
of Offa, still displaying exciting designs of high quality and inventiveness, reformed issues bore royal names
and titles, and strove towards uniformity.
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From reader reviews:

David Pell:

The book The Iconography of Early Anglo-Saxon Coinage: Sixth to Eighth Centuries (Medieval History and
Archaeology) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase.
Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If
you can make looking at a book The Iconography of Early Anglo-Saxon Coinage: Sixth to Eighth Centuries
(Medieval History and Archaeology) to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
open up and read a publication The Iconography of Early Anglo-Saxon Coinage: Sixth to Eighth Centuries
(Medieval History and Archaeology). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia
or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Leticia Simmons:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Iconography of Early Anglo-Saxon
Coinage: Sixth to Eighth Centuries (Medieval History and Archaeology) book as this book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Joseph Curtis:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Iconography of Early Anglo-Saxon Coinage: Sixth to Eighth Centuries (Medieval History and
Archaeology) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then
become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The The Iconography of
Early Anglo-Saxon Coinage: Sixth to Eighth Centuries (Medieval History and Archaeology) giving you yet
another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in
this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling
out spare time activity?

James Hibner:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Iconography of Early Anglo-
Saxon Coinage: Sixth to Eighth Centuries (Medieval History and Archaeology) can be the response, oh how



comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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