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For seven years in the 1970s, the author lived in a village in northeast China as an ordinary farmer. In 1989,
he returned to the village as an anthropologist to begin the unparalleled span of eleven years’ fieldwork that
has resulted in this book—a comprehensive, vivid, and nuanced account of family change and the
transformation of private life in rural China from 1949 to 1999.

The author’s focus on the personal and the emotional sets this book apart from most studies of the Chinese
family. Yan explores private lives to examine areas of family life that have been largely overlooked, such as
emotion, desire, intimacy, privacy, conjugality, and individuality.

He concludes that the past five decades have witnessed a dual transformation of private life: the rise of the
private family, within which the private lives of individual women and men are thriving.
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From reader reviews:

Carole Garner:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Private Life under Socialism: Love, Intimacy,
and Family Change in a Chinese Village, 1949-1999. You can choose the best book if you like reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book Private Life under Socialism: Love,
Intimacy, and Family Change in a Chinese Village, 1949-1999. You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful
thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Manuel Porter:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Private Life under Socialism: Love, Intimacy,
and Family Change in a Chinese Village, 1949-1999 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Warren Cruz:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Private Life under Socialism: Love, Intimacy, and Family Change in a Chinese
Village, 1949-1999 as the daily resource information.

William Brown:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Private Life under Socialism: Love,
Intimacy, and Family Change in a Chinese Village, 1949-1999 can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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