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The issue of Muslim reactions to the Franks has been an important part of studies of both the Crusades and
Islamic History, but rarely the main focus. This book examines the reactions of the Muslims of the Levant to
the arrival and presence of the Franks in the crusading period, 1097-1291, focussing on those outside the
politico-military and religious elites. It provides a thematic overview of the various ways in which these
'non-elites' of Muslim society, both inside and outside of the Latin states, reacted to the Franks, arguing that
it was they, as much as the more famous Muslim rulers, who were initiators of resistance to the Franks. This
study challenges existing views of the Muslim reaction to the crusaders as rather slow and demonstrates that
jihad against the Franks started as soon as they arrived. It further demonstrates the difference between the
concepts of jihad and of Counter-Crusade, and highlights two distinct phases in the jihad against the Franks:
the 'unofficial jihad' - that which occurred before uniting of religious and political classes - and the 'official
jihad' - which happened after and due to this unification, and which has formed the basis of modern
discussions. Finally, the study also argues that the Muslim non-elites who encountered the Franks did not
always resist them, but at various times either helped or were unresisting to them, thus focussing attention
away from conflict and onto cooperation. In considering Muslim reactions to the Franks in the context of
wider discourses, this study also highlights aspects of the nature of Islamic society in Egypt and Syria in the
medieval period, particularly the non-elite section of society, which is often ignored. The main conclusions
also shed light on discourses of collaboration and resistance which are currently focussed almost exclusively
on the modern period or the medieval west.
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Ferris:

The book Popular Muslim Reactions to the Franks in the Levant, 1097-1291 can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Popular
Muslim Reactions to the Franks in the Levant, 1097-1291? Some of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other;
you could share all of these. Book Popular Muslim Reactions to the Franks in the Levant, 1097-1291 has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Joyce Williams:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Popular Muslim Reactions to the Franks in the Levant, 1097-
1291 why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Judi Orta:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top record in your reading list is actually Popular Muslim Reactions to the Franks in the Levant, 1097-
1291. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

James Sanchez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So
you know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Popular
Muslim Reactions to the Franks in the Levant, 1097-1291.
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