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By the middle of the third century B.C.E. in China there were individuals who sought to become
transcendents (xian)--deathless, godlike beings endowed with supernormal powers. This quest for
transcendence became a major form of religious expression and helped lay the foundation on which the first
Daoist religion was built. Both xian and those who aspired to this exalted status in the centuries leading up to
350 C.E. have traditionally been portrayed as secretive and hermit-like figures. This groundbreaking study
offers a very different view of xian-seekers in late classical and early medieval China. It suggests that
transcendence did not involve a withdrawal from society but rather should be seen as a religious role situated
among other social roles and conceived in contrast to them. Robert Campany argues that the much-discussed
secrecy surrounding ascetic disciplines was actually one important way in which practitioners presented
themselves to others. He contends, moreover, that many adepts were not socially isolated at all but were
much sought after for their power to heal the sick, divine the future, and narrate their exotic experiences. The
book moves from a description of the roles of xian and xian-seekers to an account of how individuals filled
these roles, whether by their own agency or by others'--or, often, by both. Campany summarizes the
repertoire of features that constituted xian roles and presents a detailed example of what analyses of those
cultural repertoires look like. He charts the functions of a basic dialectic in the self-presentations of adepts
and examines their narratives and relations with others, including family members and officials. Finally, he
looks athagiographies as attempts to persuade readers as to the identities and reputations of past individuals.
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From reader reviews:

Joe Vizcarra:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Making
Transcendents: Ascetics and Social Memory in Early Medieval China book as beginner and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

David Lau:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the publication untitled Making Transcendents: Ascetics and Social
Memory in Early Medieval China can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Jerry Thomas:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer could be Making Transcendents: Ascetics and Social Memory in Early Medieval China
why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Sheila Kilburn:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Making Transcendents: Ascetics and Social Memory in Early Medieval China offer you a new experience in
reading through a book.
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