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After President Lincoln issued the final Emancipation Proclamation of January 1, 1863, Confederate slaves
who could reach Union lines often made that perilous journey. A great many of the young and middle-aged
among them, along with other black men in the free and border slave states, joined the Union army. These
U.S. Colored Troops (USCT), as the War Department designated most black units, materially helped to win
the Civil War?performing a variety of duties, fighting in some significant engagements, and proving to the
Confederates that Northern manpower had practically no limits.

Soldiering for Freedom explains how Lincoln’s administration came to recognize the advantages of arming
free blacks and former slaves and how doing so changed the purpose of the war. Bob Luke and John David
Smith narrate and analyze how former slaves and free blacks found their way to recruiting centers and made
the decision to muster in. As Union military forces recruited, trained, and equipped ex-slave and free black
soldiers in the last two years of the Civil War, white civilian and military authorities often regarded the
African American soldiers with contempt. They relegated the men of the USCT to second-class treatment
compared to white volunteers. The authors show how the white commanders deployed the black troops, and
how the courage of the African American soldiers gave hope for their full citizenship after the war.

Including twelve evocative historical engravings and photographs, this engaging and meticulously
researched book provides a fresh perspective on a fascinating topic. Appropriate for history students,
scholars of African American history, or military history buffs, this compelling and informative account will
provide answers to many intriguing questions about the U.S. Colored Troops, Union military strategy, and
race relations during and after the tumultuous Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Grajeda:

The book Soldiering for Freedom: How the Union Army Recruited, Trained, and Deployed the U.S. Colored
Troops (How Things Worked) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Soldiering for Freedom: How the Union Army
Recruited, Trained, and Deployed the U.S. Colored Troops (How Things Worked)? Some of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Soldiering for Freedom: How the Union Army Recruited,
Trained, and Deployed the U.S. Colored Troops (How Things Worked) has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Mindy Hicks:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Soldiering for Freedom: How the Union
Army Recruited, Trained, and Deployed the U.S. Colored Troops (How Things Worked) book as this book
offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is
no doubt in it you may already know.

Fred Garza:

You may get this Soldiering for Freedom: How the Union Army Recruited, Trained, and Deployed the U.S.
Colored Troops (How Things Worked) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various.
Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as
now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Irene Delong:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So
you know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by



book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Soldiering
for Freedom: How the Union Army Recruited, Trained, and Deployed the U.S. Colored Troops (How Things
Worked).
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