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Arguments over what democracy actually meant in practice and how it should be implemented raged
throughout the early American republic. As Andrew Shankman shows, nowhere were those ideas more
intensely contested or more representative of the national debate than in Pennsylvania, where the state's
Jeffersonians dominated the day.

Pennsylvania Jeffersonians were the first American citizens to attempt to translate idealized speculations
about democracy into a workable system of politics and governance. In doing so, they revealed key
assumptions that united other national citizens regarding democracy and the conditions necessary for its
survival. In particular, they assumed that democracy required economic autonomy and a strong measure of
economic as well as political equality among citizens. This strong egalitarian theme was, however,
challenged by Pennsylvania's precociously capitalistic economy and the nation's dynamic economic
development in general, forcing the Jeffersonians to confront the reality that economic and social equality
would have to take a back seat to free market forces.

Seeking democracy became a debate about the desirability of capitalism and the precise relations between
majority rule and the pursuit and protection of individual rights and interests. From this struggle to fuse
egalitarianism and free enterprise in Pennsylvania emerged most subsequent mainstream beliefs concerning
the respective roles of democracy and capitalism in American society. In fact, it did much to shape the
boundaries of permissible thought in the Jacksonian era concerning political economy and the extent of
popular democratic power.

Shankman's illuminating exploration of the Pennsylvania experience reveals how democracy arose in
America, how it came to accommodate capitalism, and at the same time forced egalitarian assumptions and
dreams to the margins of society. A resonant work of intellectual and political history, his study also mirrors
the aspirations, fears, hatreds, dreams, generous impulses, noble strivings, selfish cant, and enormous
capacity to imagine of those who first tried to translate the blueprint for democracy into a tested foundation
for the nation's future.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Milbrandt:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be
read. Crucible of American Democracy: The Struggle to Fuse Egalitarianism and Capitalism in Jeffersonian
Pennsylvania (American Political Thought) (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) can
be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Lois Araiza:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Crucible of American Democracy: The Struggle to Fuse Egalitarianism and Capitalism in Jeffersonian
Pennsylvania (American Political Thought) (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) will
give you new experience in reading a book.

Richard Sauls:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Crucible of American Democracy: The Struggle to Fuse Egalitarianism
and Capitalism in Jeffersonian Pennsylvania (American Political Thought) (American Political Thought
(University Press of Kansas)) can make you feel more interested to read.

Betty Patton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by



book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this
Crucible of American Democracy: The Struggle to Fuse Egalitarianism and Capitalism in Jeffersonian
Pennsylvania (American Political Thought) (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)).
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