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Early modern Venice was an exceptional city. Located at the intersection of trade routes and cultural borders,
it teemed with visitors, traders, refugees and intellectuals. It is perhaps unsurprising, then, that such a city
should foster groups and individuals of unorthodox beliefs, whose views and life styles would bring them
into conflict with the secular and religious authorities. Drawing on a vast store of primary sources -
particularly those of the Inquisition - this book recreates the social fabric of Venice between 1640 and 1740.
It brings back to life a wealth of minor figures who inhabited the city, and fostered ideas of dissent, unbelief
and atheism in the teeth of the Counter-Reformation. The book vividly paints a scene filled with craftsmen,
friars and priests, booksellers, apothecaries and barbers, bustling about the city spaces of sociability, between
coffee-houses and workshops, apothecaries' and barbers' shops, from the pulpit and drawing rooms, or
simply publicly speaking about their ideas. To give depth to the cases identified, the author overlays a
number of contextual themes, such as the survival of Protestant (or crypto-Protestant) doctrines, the political
situation at any given time, and the networks of dissenting groups that flourished within the city, such as the
'free metaphysicists' who gathered in the premises of the hatter Bortolo Zorzi. In so doing this rich and
thought provoking book provides a systematic overview of how Venetian ecclesiastical institutions dealt
with the sheer diffusion of heterodox and atheistical ideas at different social levels. It will be of interest not
only to scholars of Venice, but all those with an interest in the intellectual, cultural and religious history of
early-modern Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Hill:

This The Inquisitor in the Hat Shop: Inquisition, Forbidden Books and Unbelief in Early Modern Venice
book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by
reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That The Inquisitor in the Hat Shop: Inquisition,
Forbidden Books and Unbelief in Early Modern Venice without we realize teach the one who examining it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry The Inquisitor in the Hat Shop:
Inquisition, Forbidden Books and Unbelief in Early Modern Venice can bring if you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This The Inquisitor in the Hat Shop: Inquisition, Forbidden Books and Unbelief in Early Modern
Venice having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Susan Ford:

The guide untitled The Inquisitor in the Hat Shop: Inquisition, Forbidden Books and Unbelief in Early
Modern Venice is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they
share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Inquisitor in the Hat
Shop: Inquisition, Forbidden Books and Unbelief in Early Modern Venice from the publisher to make you
far more enjoy free time.

Melinda Anderson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Inquisitor in the Hat Shop: Inquisition,
Forbidden Books and Unbelief in Early Modern Venice, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination
right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What?
Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Abel Cooke:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and The Inquisitor in the Hat Shop: Inquisition,
Forbidden Books and Unbelief in Early Modern Venice or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was



created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their
knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Inquisitor in the Hat Shop:
Inquisition, Forbidden Books and Unbelief in Early Modern Venice to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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