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If seeing ever really was a reason for believing, it surely was not in New York around 1900. The rift between
appearances and truth was widening: deceptive images flourished in advertising and mass media; science
contradicted unaided vision; the spirit world gained credibility; and hucksters, frauds, and hoaxes
proliferated. In Looking Askance, Michael Leja conducts a dazzling tour from fine art to mass culture and
back again to chart the emergence of a new skepticism about seeing and to assess the roles played by the
visual arts, both fine and commercial, in this cultural transformation.

A lively exploration of the relationship between modern art, truth, and deception, Looking Askance offers a
new paradigm for understanding American visual culture, from the art of Thomas Eakins, William Harnett,
and Marcel Duchamp to such fascinating historical episodes as the trial of spirit photographer William
Mumler, scientist Helen Abbott's interpretation of Monet's Impressionism, the myriad illusions featured at
the Buffalo World's Fair of 1901, and William James's analysis of automatic drawing. Leja traces the roots of
skeptical seeing in the culture of modernity and in national values of entrepreneurship, invention,
competition, and unregulated marketing.

This brilliantly pluralistic study will resonate with a broad spectrum of multidisciplinary interests. Tracking
the way questions about the nature of seeing inform self-constructions of the modern subject, Leja moves
flexibly through a wide range of surprisingly diverse materials, linking spirit photography, world fairs,
circuses, automatic drawing, realist painting, and Marcel Duchamp. In true skeptical fashion, Leja trains his
eye on the ambiguities of his materials, refusing to let them settle into either a celebratory or a cynical
narrative. Opposites are revealed as similar (P. T. Barnum’s humbug and George Washington’s truth-telling
both play on the motif of deception), while humbugs manifest difference (a radical fear of dishonesty versus
a source of delight). The final illuminating shift in this complex study is thus from the modern need to
negotiate multiple and layered realities to the manifold optical lenses of Leja’s own kaleidoscopic approach.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Burks:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means
that reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you will want this Looking Askance: Skepticism and American Art
from Eakins to Duchamp.

Daniel Scholz:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Looking Askance: Skepticism and American Art from
Eakins to Duchamp. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important a new book Looking Askance: Skepticism and American Art from Eakins to Duchamp.
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Jason Savage:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because just
their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on guardería until university need this Looking Askance: Skepticism and American Art from Eakins to
Duchamp to read.

Charlie Attwood:

The book Looking Askance: Skepticism and American Art from Eakins to Duchamp will bring that you the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Looking Askance: Skepticism
and American Art from Eakins to Duchamp is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the
e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.
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