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Founded as a communal society in 1855 by German Pietists, the seven villages of Iowa's Amana Colonies
make up a community whose crafts, architecture, and institutions reflect - and to an extent perpetuate - the
German heritage of earlier residents. In this intriguing blend of sociolinguistic research and stories from
Colonists both past and present, Philip Webber examines the rich cultural and linguistic traditions of the
Amanas. Although the Colonies are open to the outside world, particularly after the Great Change of 1932,
many distinctive vestiges of earlier lifeways survive, including the local variety of German known by its
speakers as Kolonie-Deutsch. Drawing upon interviews with more than fifty Amana-German speakers in
1989 and 1990, Webber explores the nuances of this home-grown German, signaling the development of
local microdialects, the changing pattern in the use of German in the Colonies, and the reciprocal influence
of English and German on residents' speech. By letting his sources tell their own stories of earlier days, in
which the common message seems to be wir haben fun gehabt or 'we had fun working together,' he
illuminates the history and unique qualities of each Colony through the prism of language study. Webber's
introduction to this paperback edition provides an up-to-date itinerary for visitors to the Colonies,
information about recent publications on Amana history and culture, and an overview of expanded research
opportunities for language study and historical inquiry. The result is an informative and engaging study that
will be appreciated by linguists, anthropologists, and historians as well as by general readers interested in
these historic villages.
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From reader reviews:

William Tietjen:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Kolonie-Deutsch: Life Language-93. You can choose
the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book
Kolonie-Deutsch: Life Language-93. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by
way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Elmer Dooley:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Kolonie-Deutsch: Life Language-93
will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But
some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Roberta Nieves:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Kolonie-Deutsch: Life Language-93 is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Virginia Hughes:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book.
A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these
claims Kolonie-Deutsch: Life Language-93.
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