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Describes landmark free speech decisions of the Supreme Court while highlighting the issues of
language, rhetoric, and communication that underlie them.

At the intersection of communication and First Amendment law reside two significant questions: What is the
speech we ought to protect, and why should we protect it? The 20 scholars of legal communication whose
essays are gathered in this volume propose various answers to these questions, but their essays share an
abiding concern with a constitutional guarantee of free speech and its symbiotic relationship with
communication practices.

Free Speech on Trial fills a gap between textbooks that summarize First Amendment law and books that
analyze case law and legal theory. These essays explore questions regarding the significance of unregulated
speech in a marketplace of goods and ideas, the limits of offensive language and obscenity as expression, the
power of symbols, and consequences of restraint prior to publication versus the subsequent punishment of
sources. As one example, Craig Smith cites Buckley vs. Valeo to examine how the context of corruption in
the 1974 elections shaped the Court's view of the constitutionality of campaign contributions and
expenditures.

Collectively, the essays in this volume suggest that the life of free speech law is communication. The
contributors reveal how the Court's free speech opinions constitute discursive performances that fashion,
deconstruct, and reformulate the contours and parameters of the Constitution’s guarantee of free expression
and that, ultimately, reconstitute our government, our culture, and our society.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Pina:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Free Speech On Trial: Communication Perspectives on Landmark
Supreme Court Decisions book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the
data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that
want to provide to you. The writer regarding Free Speech On Trial: Communication Perspectives on
Landmark Supreme Court Decisions content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you
even now thinking Free Speech On Trial: Communication Perspectives on Landmark Supreme Court
Decisions is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Mary Jones:

The guide untitled Free Speech On Trial: Communication Perspectives on Landmark Supreme Court
Decisions is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content
that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Free Speech On Trial: Communication
Perspectives on Landmark Supreme Court Decisions from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.

Lisa Westra:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the guide untitled Free Speech On Trial: Communication Perspectives on Landmark
Supreme Court Decisions can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Claudette Everett:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. On
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the Free Speech On Trial: Communication Perspectives on Landmark Supreme Court Decisions when



you needed it?
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