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What should we do with a literary work? Is it best to become immersed in a novel or poem, or is our job to
objectively dissect it? Should we consult literature as a source of knowledge or wisdom, or keenly
interrogate its designs upon us? Do we excavate the text as an historical artifact, or surrender to its aesthetic
qualities?

Balancing foundational topics with new developments, Engagements with Close Reading offers an accessible
introduction to how prominent critics have approached the task of literary reading. This book will help
students

learn different methods for close reading●

perform a close analysis of an unfamiliar text●

articulate meaningful responses●

Beginning with the New Critics and recent argument for a return to formalism, the book tracks the reactions
of reader-response critics and phenomenologists, and concludes with ethical criticism’s claim for the value of
literary reading to our moral lives. Rich in literary examples, most reprinted in full, each chapter models
practical ways for students to debate the pros and cons of objective and subjective criticism. In the final
chapter, five distinguished critics shed light on the pleasures and difficulties of close reading in their
engagements with poetry and fiction.

In the wake of cultural studies and historicism, Engagements with Close Reading encourages us to bring our
eyes back to the words on the page, inviting students and instructors to puzzle out the motives, high stakes,
limitations, and rewards of the literary encounter under the pressure of this beleaguered and persistent
methodology.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Taylor:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Engagements with Close Reading (Routledge Engagements
with Literature).

Charles Simpson:

The e-book with title Engagements with Close Reading (Routledge Engagements with Literature) has a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era
of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Irene Hoyt:

You could spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Engagements with Close Reading
(Routledge Engagements with Literature) is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Melissa Cox:

Beside this Engagements with Close Reading (Routledge Engagements with Literature) in your phone, it can
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can
got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Engagements with Close Reading (Routledge Engagements with Literature)
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely
get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from right now!
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