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Starting at the turn of the century, most African American midwives in the South were gradually excluded
from reproductive health care. Gertrude Fraser shows how physicians, public health personnel, and state
legislators mounted a campaign ostensibly to improve maternal and infant health, especially in rural areas.
They brought traditional midwives under the control of a supervisory body, and eventually eliminated them.
In the writings and programs produced by these physicians and public health officials, Fraser finds a universe
of ideas about race, gender, the relationship of medicine to society, and the status of the South in the national
political and social economies.

Fraser also studies this experience through dialogues of memory. She interviews members of a rural Virginia
African American community that included not just retired midwives and their descendants, but anyone who
lived through this transformation in medical care--especially the women who gave birth at home attended by
a midwife. She compares these narrations to those in contemporary medical journals and public health
materials, discovering contradictions and ambivalence: was the midwife a figure of shame or pride? How did
one distance oneself from what was now considered "superstitious" or "backward" and at the same time
acknowledge and show pride in the former unquestioned authority of these beliefs and practices?

In an important contribution to African American studies and anthropology, African American Midwifery in
the South brings new voices to the discourse on the hidden world of midwives and birthing.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Anderson:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept African American
Midwifery in the South: Dialogues of Birth, Race, and Memory suitable to you? The book was written by
well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled African American Midwifery in the South:
Dialogues of Birth, Race, and Memoryis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Danna Bullock:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The African American Midwifery in the South: Dialogues of Birth, Race, and Memory will
give you a new experience in reading a book.

Lisa Saxon:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This African American Midwifery in the South: Dialogues of
Birth, Race, and Memory can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you
have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have African American
Midwifery in the South: Dialogues of Birth, Race, and Memory.

George Hyler:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
known as of book African American Midwifery in the South: Dialogues of Birth, Race, and Memory.
Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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