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Moses Maimonides was one of the foremost intellectuals of medieval Judaism. He became physician to
Sultan Saladin (1137/8-1193), the famous Islamic military leader. While in Cairo he wrote many volumes on
Jewish legal tradition and philosophy. He is best known for his lexicographic works in logic and his piece on
the relationship of reason to religion, A Guide to the Perplexed. Like his Islamic counterpart, Averroes,
Maimonides considered philosophy and religion to be mutually supportive. He also thought more attention
should be paid to making Judaism consistent with rational thought.

Through the "Guide of the Perplexed" and the philosophical introductions to sections of his commentaries on
the Mishna, Maimonides exerted a very important influence on the Scholastic philosophers, especially on
Albert the Great, St. Thomas, and Duns Scotus. He was himself a Jewish Scholastic. Educated more by
reading the works of the Arabian philosophers than by personal contact with Arabian teachers, he acquired
through the abundant philosophical literature in the Arabic language an intimate acquaintance with the
doctrines of Aristotle, and strove earnestly to reconcile the philosophy of the Stagirite with the teachings of
the Bible. The principle which inspired all his philosophical activity was identical with the fundamental tenet
of Scholasticism: there can be no contradiction between the truths which God has revealed and the findings
of the human mind in science and philosophy. Moreover, by science and philosophy he understood the
science and philosophy of Aristotle. In some important points, however, he departed from the teaching of the
Aristotelean text, holding, for instance, that the world is not eternal, as Aristotle taught, but was created ex
nihilo, as is taught explicitly in the Bible. Again, he rejected the Aristotelean doctrine that God's provident
care extends only to humanity, and not to the individual. But, while in these important points, Maimonides
forestalled the Scholastics and undoubtedly influenced them, he was led by his admiration for the neo-
Platonic commentators and by the bent of his own mind, which was essentially Jewish, to maintain many
doctrines which the Scholastics could not accept. For instance, he pushed too far the principle of negative
predication in regard to God. The Scholastics agreed with him that no predicate is adequate to express the
nature of God, but they did not go so far as to say that no term can be applied to God in the affirmative sense.
They admitted that while "eternal", "omnipotent", etc., as we apply them to God, are inadequate, at the same
time we may say "God is eternal" etc., and need not stop, as Moses did, with the negative "God is not not-
eternal", etc.
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From reader reviews:

William McNally:

A Guide for the Perplexed can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend
that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing A Guide for the Perplexed although doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe
you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Joann Huertas:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The A Guide
for the Perplexed offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Kelly Gomes:

This A Guide for the Perplexed is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information
mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this A Guide for the Perplexed can be the light food for
you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who
think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find
any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a
person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.

Julie Berkey:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book A Guide for the Perplexed. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving
the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that,
you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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