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Children from poor families generally do a lot worse than children from affluent families. They are more
likely to develop behavior problems, to score lower on standardized tests, and to become adults in need of
public assistance.

Susan Mayer asks whether income directly affects children's life chances, as many experts believe, or if the
factors that cause parents to have low incomes also impede their children's life chances. She explores the
question of causation with remarkable ingenuity. First, she compares the value of income from different
sources to determine, for instance, if a dollar from welfare is as valuable as a dollar from wages. She then
investigates whether parents' income after an event, such as teenage childbearing, can predict that event. If it
can, this suggests that income is a proxy for unmeasured characteristics that affect both income and the
event. Next she compares children living in states that pay high welfare benefits with children living in states
with low benefits. Finally, she examines whether national income trends have the expected impact on
children. Regardless of the research technique, the author finds that the effect of income on children's
outcomes is smaller than many experts have thought.

Mayer then shows that the things families purchase as their income increases, such as cars and restaurant
meals, seldom help children succeed. On the other hand, many of the things that do benefit children, such as
books and educational outings, cost so little that their consumption depends on taste rather than income.
Money alone, Mayer concludes, does not buy either the material or the psychological well-being that
children require to succeed.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Olsen:

With other case, little persons like to read book What Money Can't Buy: Family Income and Children's Life
Chances. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a book What Money Can't Buy: Family Income and Children's Life Chances. You can add know-
how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Frances Williamson:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide What Money Can't Buy: Family Income and Children's Life
Chances will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything.
But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why
they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Dominique Fletcher:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This What Money Can't Buy: Family Income and Children's Life Chances book
is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide
to you. The writer connected with What Money Can't Buy: Family Income and Children's Life Chances
content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking What Money Can't
Buy: Family Income and Children's Life Chances is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

John Stewart:

This book untitled What Money Can't Buy: Family Income and Children's Life Chances to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.
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