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The slave Phillis Wheatley literally wrote her way to freedom when, in 1773, she became the first person of
African descent to publish a book of poems in the English language. The toast of London, lauded by
Europeans as diverse as Voltaire and Gibbon, Wheatley was for a time the most famous black woman in the
West. Though Benjamin Franklin received her and George Washington thanked her for poems she dedicated
to him, Thomas Jefferson refused to acknowledge her gifts. "Religion, indeed, has produced a Phillis
Wheatley," he wrote, "but it could not produce a poet." In other words, slaves have misery in their lives, and
they have souls, but they lack the intellectual and aesthetic endowments required to create literature.In this
book based on his 2002 Jefferson Lecture in the Humanities at the Library of Congress, Henry Louis Gates,
Jr., explores the pivotal roles that Wheatley and Jefferson have played in shaping the black literary tradition.
He brings to life the characters and debates that fermented around Wheatley in her day and illustrates the
peculiar history that resulted in Thomas Jefferson's being lauded as a father of the black freedom struggle
and Phillis Wheatley's vilification as something of an Uncle Tom. It is a story told with all the lyricism and
critical skill that have placed Gates at the forefront of American letters.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Barba:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Trials of Phillis Wheatley: America's First Black
Poet and Her Encounters with the Founding Fathers. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading
a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book The Trials of Phillis Wheatley: America's
First Black Poet and Her Encounters with the Founding Fathers. You can add information and of course you
can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Lily Spivey:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Trials of Phillis Wheatley: America's First
Black Poet and Her Encounters with the Founding Fathers is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Robert Lyman:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Trials of Phillis Wheatley: America's First Black Poet and Her Encounters with the Founding Fathers your
brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for
but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one web
form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The The Trials of Phillis Wheatley:
America's First Black Poet and Her Encounters with the Founding Fathers giving you a different experience
more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let
us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you
are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?

Joseph Robison:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this



time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this The Trials of Phillis Wheatley: America's First Black Poet and Her Encounters with the Founding
Fathers can make you experience more interested to read.
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