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“Pre-eminent among historians of labor history.” —Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.

The textbook history of the 1920s is a story of Prohibition, flappers, and unbounded prosperity. For millions
of industrial workers, however, the “roaring twenties” looked very different. Working-class communities
were already in crisis in the years before the stock market crash of 1929. Strikes in the 1920s and attempts to
organize the unemployed and fight evictions in the early 1930s often fell victim to police violence and
repression.

Here, Irving Bernstein recaptures the social history of the decade leading up to Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s
inauguration, uncovers its widespread inequality, and sheds light on the long-forgotten struggles that form
the prelude to the great labor victories of the 1930s.

"In other words, viewed from afar, most of the people who were suffering the hardships of the Depression
were depressed and even ashamed, ready to blame themselves for their plight. But the train of developments
that connects changes in social conditions to a changed consciousness is not simple. People, including
ordinary people, harbor somewhere in their memories the building blocks of different and contradictory
interpretations of what it is that is happening to them, of who should be blamed, and what can be done about
it. Even the hangdog and ashamed unemployed worker who swings his lunch box and strides down the street
so the neighbors will think he is going to a job can also have other ideas that only have to be evoked, and
when they are make it possible for him on another day to rally with others and rise up in anger at his
condition.
—From the new introduction by Frances Fox Piven
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From reader reviews:

Mariano Smith:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is The
Lean Years: A History of the American Worker, 1920-1933.

Russell Wade:

The book untitled The Lean Years: A History of the American Worker, 1920-1933 contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice examine.

Sandra Alexander:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Lean Years: A History of
the American Worker, 1920-1933 is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the
e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Albert Lightner:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In this particular
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
The Lean Years: A History of the American Worker, 1920-1933 when you necessary it?
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