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“[Niebuhr] is one of my favorite philosophers. I take away [from his works] the compelling idea that there’s
serious evil in the world, and hardship and pain. And we should be humble and modest in our belief we can
eliminate those things. But we shouldn’t use that as an excuse for cynicism and inaction. I take away . . . the
sense we have to make these efforts knowing they are hard.”—President Barack Obama
 
Forged during the tumultuous but triumphant postwar years when America came of age as a world power,
The Irony of American History is more relevant now than ever before. Cited by politicians as diverse as
Hillary Clinton and John McCain, Niebuhr’s masterpiece on the incongruity between personal ideals and
political reality is both an indictment of American moral complacency and a warning against the arrogance
of virtue. Impassioned, eloquent, and deeply perceptive, Niebuhr’s wisdom will cause readers to rethink their
assumptions about right and wrong, war and peace.

 “The supreme American theologian of the twentieth century.”—Arthur Schlesinger Jr., New York Times

“Niebuhr is important for the left today precisely because he warned about America’s tendency—including
the left’s tendency—to do bad things in the name of idealism. His thought offers a much better
understanding of where the Bush administration went wrong in Iraq.”—Kevin Mattson, The Good Society
 
“Irony provides the master key to understanding the myths and delusions that underpin American statecraft. .
. . The most important book ever written on US foreign policy.”—Andrew J. Bacevich, from the Introduction
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From reader reviews:

Wendy Lambert:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Irony of American History book as
this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there
is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Rosalie Castillo:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this
The Irony of American History.

Alice Prahl:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Irony of American History your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get previous to. The The Irony of American History giving you one more experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you
the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Cathie Moss:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be The Irony of American History why because the excellent
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will
be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this
book.
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