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New York is a city of highs and lows, where wealthy elites share the streets with desperate immigrants and
destitute locals. Bridging this economic divide is New York’s underground economy, the invisible network
of illicit transactions between rich and poor that secretly weaves together the whole city.

Sudhir Venkatesh, acclaimed sociologist at Columbia University and author of Gang Leader for a Day,
returns to the streets to connect the dots of New York’s divergent economic worlds and crack the code of the
city’s underground economy. Based on Venkatesh’s interviews with prostitutes and socialites, immigrants
and academics, high end drug bosses and street-level dealers, Floating City exposes the underground as the
city’s true engine of social transformation and economic prosperity—revealing a wholly unprecedented
vision of New York.

A memoir of sociological investigation, Floating City draws from Venkatesh’s decade of research within the
affluent communities of Upper East Side socialites and Midtown businessmen, the drug gangs of Harlem and
the sex workers of Brooklyn, the artists of Tribeca and the escort services of Hell’s Kitchen. Venkatesh
arrived in the city after his groundbreaking research in Chicago, where crime remained stubbornly local:
gangs stuck to their housing projects and criminals stayed on their corners. But in Floating City, Venkatesh
discovers that New York’s underground economy unites instead of divides inhabitants: a vast network of
“off the books” transactions linking the high and low worlds of the city. Venkatesh shows how dealing in
drugs and sex and undocumented labor bridges the conventional divides between rich and poor, unmasking a
city knit together by the invisible threads of the underground economy.

Venkatesh closely follows a dozen New Yorkers locked in the underground economy. His greatest guide is
Shine, an African American drug boss based in Harlem who hopes to break into the elusive, upscale cocaine
market. Without connections among wealthy whites, Shine undertakes an audacious campaign of self-
reinvention, leaving behind the certainties of race and class with all the drive of the greatest entrepreneurs.
As Shine explains to Venkatesh, “This is New York! We’re like hummingbirds, man. We go flower to
flower. . . . Here, you need to float.”

Floating City: A Rogue Sociologist Lost and Found in New York’s Underground Economy chronicles
Venkatesh’s decade of discovery and loss in the shifting terrain of New York, where research subjects might
disappear suddenly and new allies emerge by chance, where close friends might reveal themselves to be
criminals of the lowest order. Propelled by Venkatesh’s numerous interviews and firsthand research,
Floating City at its heart is a story of one man struggling to understand a complex global city constantly in
the throes of becoming.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Gary:

The book Floating City: A Rogue Sociologist Lost and Found in New York's Underground Economy make
you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
examining a book Floating City: A Rogue Sociologist Lost and Found in New York's Underground
Economy to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a book
Floating City: A Rogue Sociologist Lost and Found in New York's Underground Economy. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about
this reserve?

Edward Crosley:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be smart in
receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help
persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Floating City: A Rogue Sociologist Lost and Found
in New York's Underground Economy book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Jonathan Sanders:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book
that need more time to be go through. Floating City: A Rogue Sociologist Lost and Found in New York's
Underground Economy can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time
problems.

Jessica Bradburn:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Floating City: A Rogue Sociologist Lost and Found in
New York's Underground Economy was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Floating City: A Rogue Sociologist Lost and Found in New York's Underground Economy has many kinds
or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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