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ABOUT THE BOOK

Is it possible to be at peace while your country is at war? Today, the answer to that question often seems to
be a decisive yes; while the United States is entangled in military conflicts in numerous far-away countries,
the average American citizen is able to lead a largely untouched life. Except perhaps for the price of gas at
the pump, itself more an economic than political ramification, we face few harsh reminders about the wars
that are being fought in our name.

This was not always the case. When John Knowles, author of A Separate Peace, sat down to write a novel
inspired by his experiences as a high school student during World War II, he was reflecting on an era that
demanded far more sacrifices from the average U.S. citizen. In addition to the food and fuel shortages that
affected even the upper-class rungs of society that Knowles was part of, people were also forced to live with
the war as an enormous psychological specter that was nearly impossible to ignore.

Because of the novel’s frank and emotional portrayal of the way in which youths experienced World War II,
A Separate Peace is considered a classic of modern American literature and is a staple of high school
curriculums, still appearing regularly on bestseller lists, such as the January 23-29 2012 list in the  Boston
Globe. According to the  Los Angeles Times, Knowles felt incredibly validated by the book’s popularity,
explaining, “What touches me most, what pleases me most, is that people who are far removed from the
world of prep schools love it.”

The world depicted in the pages of this novel is based largely on the one Knowles himself knew as a
teenager in the early 1940s. Devon, the fictional school attended by the books’ characters, is modeled closely
after Phillips Exeter Academy, an elite college preparatory school in New Hampshire, where Knowles
himself studied. Many of the historical details of the book—such as the apple harvesting, the shoveling work
at the railroad, the absence of senior faculty, and the disappearance of maids from the campus—are ones
Knowles experienced directly as a student. Howard T. Easton, a former instructor at Exeter, published a
reflection about the school’s culture during the war in  The Exonian, in which he recalls, “We all had to
adapt to unusual circumstances, some of them quite trying.”

In addition to being a faithful rendition of a particular historical time and place, A Separate Peace also offers
readers a timeless depiction of friendship, the struggles of adolescence and the loss of innocence. Just as the
main characters are unable to hide from the war, they are also unable to forestall the onset of adulthood, a
transition that marks the end of the carefree, naïve happiness they knew as boys during the summer session.
Each character grapples with these changes in his own way, but in the end, none of them is left unchanged.k

EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK

Fifteen years after graduating from the Devon School, a college preparatory school for wealthy young boys,
Gene Forrester returns to campus for the first time. There are two places in particular he aims to visit: a



marble staircase in one of the school’s halls and a certain tree on the edge of the Devon River.

Upon reaching the staircase in question, he notes with some foreboding that they appear to be particularly
hard stairs, as generations of boys’ boots have barely made any indentation on the steps. Trudging through
the rain across the muddy campus, Gene struggles to pick out the tree he’s in search of. When he does
identify the tree, he notes with some relief that it seems smaller and less intimidating than he remembered.
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From reader reviews:

Morgan Woods:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Quicklet on John Knowles' A Separate Peace
(CliffNotes-like Book Summary and Analysis) book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge.
Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Myron Abbott:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in
the top list in your reading list is actually Quicklet on John Knowles' A Separate Peace (CliffNotes-like Book
Summary and Analysis). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Marcela Beach:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Quicklet on John Knowles' A Separate Peace
(CliffNotes-like Book Summary and Analysis) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book Quicklet on John Knowles' A Separate Peace (CliffNotes-like Book Summary and Analysis) has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read
and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you
feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.

Harrison Johnson:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Quicklet on John Knowles' A Separate Peace (CliffNotes-like Book Summary and Analysis) can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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