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When West Africa is mentioned in a historical context, it is usually presented as the traditional hunting
ground for slaves. Very few writers have shown any interest in the contributions of West Africans to science
and technology, and thus there has been very little research that challenges the perspective that all that West
Africans have ever been historically is to be under the whip of other peoples.

Fortunately, the tide is beginning to change, a National Geographic article entitled Reclaiming the Ancient
Manuscripts of Timbuktu mentioned that some scholars believe that 700,000 manuscripts, some dating to the
twelfth century, have survived in the West African city of Timbuktu. They also say the manuscripts ‘covered
an array of subjects: astronomy, medicine, mathematics, chemistry,’ etcetera.

The article mentioned other data that is little known today but well worth repeating: ‘Beginning in the 12th
century, Timbuktu was becoming one of the great centers of learning in the Islamic world. Scholars and
students traveled from as far away as Cairo, Baghdad, and elsewhere in Persia to study from the noted
manuscripts found in Timbuktu. Respected scholars who taught in Timbuktu were referred to as ambassadors
of peace throughout North Africa.’

Like the National Geographic article, this lecture essay presents a different side to West African historical
achievements. Challenging all stereotypes, it is a general introduction to the exciting role played by early
West Africans in the evolution of Mathematics, Astronomy & Physics, Metallurgy, Medicine & Surgery,
Boat building & Navigation, Architecture, and Crafts & Industry.

There are some interesting findings that that appear in this text:

• The Bamoun Kingdom, now in today’s Cameroon, has 7,000 surviving manuscripts in their own script
• Timbuktu astronomers used the cosine, tangent, cotangent, secant and cosecant functions of trigonometry
• The Dogon of Mali had an early and wholly indigenous notion of ‘big bang’ derived from a singularity
• A number of iron and copper tools were excavated in Senegal dating from 2800 BC
• The total amount of gold mined in the desert regions of West Africa to the year 1500 was $35 billion at
1998 gold prices
• A surviving sixteenth century Timbuktu manuscript has a formula for making toothpaste and adds that
regular brushing of your teeth removes bad breath
• The majority of enslaved Africans were inoculated against smallpox BEFORE they were deported from
Africa
• A 1342 text published in Cairo mentions two royal Malian voyages sailing across the Atlantic involving
hundreds of vessels
• The Royal Palace of the Ashanti Empire contained a suite of apartments on its upper floor that reminded a
visitor to the palace of Wardour Street in central London.
• Glass was manufactured at Ile-Ife in the sixth century AD

Finally:



• According to New Scientist, there are surviving Timbuktu manuscripts that ‘cover botany, medicine,
biology, chemistry, mathematics and climatology’

In writing this ebook, the author builds on the research of Professor Cheikh Ana Diop, Professor Ivan Van
Sertima, Professor Charles Finch, Mr Hunter Adams, Mr Benaebi Benatari, Professor Rodney Medupe, Dr
Nnamdi Elleh and Professor Claudia Zaslavsky.

This lecture essay is one of four essays that introduce African and African Diasporan contributions to science
and technology. The other three in the series concern Ancient Egypt, early East Africa and African
Diasporan contributions to science and technology.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Zamora:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This West African Contributions to Science and Technology (Reklaw
Education Lecture Series Book 11) book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You
will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding West African Contributions to Science and
Technology (Reklaw Education Lecture Series Book 11) content conveys thinking easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it.
So , do you still thinking West African Contributions to Science and Technology (Reklaw Education Lecture
Series Book 11) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Arturo McDaniel:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a reserve. The book West African Contributions to Science and Technology (Reklaw
Education Lecture Series Book 11) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended
this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create
this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Mary Lamm:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving West African Contributions to
Science and Technology (Reklaw Education Lecture Series Book 11) that give your pleasure preference will
be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick West African Contributions to Science
and Technology (Reklaw Education Lecture Series Book 11) become your starter.

Nelson McNamee:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This West African Contributions to Science and Technology
(Reklaw Education Lecture Series Book 11) can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this



one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have
West African Contributions to Science and Technology (Reklaw Education Lecture Series Book 11).
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