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In a familiar story, the USS Monitor battled the CSS Virginia (the armored and refitted USS Merrimack) at
Hampton Roads in March of 1862. In War, Technology, and Experience aboard the USS Monitor, David A.
Mindell adds a new perspective to the story as he explores how mariners—fighting "blindly" below the
waterline—lived and coped with the metal monster they called the "iron coffin." Mindell shows how the iron
warship emerged as an idea and became practicable, how building it drew upon and forced changes in
contemporary manufacturing technology, and how the vessel captured the nineteenth-century American
popular and literary imaginations.

Combining technical, personal, administrative, and literary analysis, Mindell examines the experience of the
men aboard the Monitor and their reactions to the thrills and dangers that accompanied the new machine.
The invention surrounded men with iron and threatened their heroism, their self-image as warriors, even their
lives. Mindell also examines responses to this strange new warship by Nathaniel Hawthorne and Herman
Melville, who prophetically saw in the Civil War a portent of the mechanized warfare of the future. The
story of the Monitor shows how technology changes not only the tools but also the very experience of
combat, generating effects that are still felt today in the era of "smart bombs" and pushbutton wars.

"We find new significance in the otherwise well-known history of the Monitor. It is no longer the story of the
heroic inventor and his impenetrable weapon thrusting themselves upon a doubtful and conservative
bureaucracy... It is no longer the story of a heroic battle and the machine's epic loss soon after. Rather it is a
story of people experiencing new machinery, attempting to make sense of its thrills, constrictions, and
politics, and sensing its power and impotence—both in glory and frustration."—from War, Technology, and
Experience aboard the USS Monitor
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From reader reviews:

Elena Sparrow:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They are reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this War, Technology, and Experience Aboard the USS Monitor.

Robert Schneck:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book War, Technology, and Experience Aboard the USS
Monitor was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book War, Technology,
and Experience Aboard the USS Monitor has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not
at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.

Rigoberto Stansell:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this War, Technology, and Experience Aboard the USS Monitor can
make you feel more interested to read.

Alexander Ray:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
also you know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually War,
Technology, and Experience Aboard the USS Monitor.
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