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The Court of Comedy: Aristophanes, Rhetoric, and Democracy in Fifth-Century Athens, by Wilfred E.
Major, analyzes how writers of comedy in Classical Greece satirized the emerging art of rhetoric and its role
in political life. In the fifth century BCE, the development of rhetoric proceeded hand in hand with the
growth of democracy both on Sicily and at Athens. In turn, comic playwrights in Athens, most notably
Aristophanes, lampooned oratory as part of their commentary on the successes and failures of the young
democracy.
 
This innovative study is the first book to survey all the surviving comedy from the fifth century BCE on
these important topics. The evidence reveals that Greek comedy provides a revealing commentary on the
incipient craft of rhetoric before its formal conventions were stabilized. Furthermore, Aristophanes’
depiction of rhetoric and of Athenian democratic institutions indicates that he fundamentally supports the
Athenian democracy and not, as is often argued, oligarchic opposition to it.
 
These conclusions confirm recent work that reinterprets the early development of rhetoric in Classical
Greece and offer fresh perspectives on the debate over the role of comedy in early Greek democracy.
Throughout, Major capitalizes on recent progress in understanding of the performance dynamics of Classical
Greek theater.
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From reader reviews:

Efrain Floyd:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific The Court of Comedy: Aristophanes,
Rhetoric, and Democracy in Fifth-Century Athens to read.

Ryan Pearson:

This The Court of Comedy: Aristophanes, Rhetoric, and Democracy in Fifth-Century Athens usually are
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Court of
Comedy: Aristophanes, Rhetoric, and Democracy in Fifth-Century Athens can be among the great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that
perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Court of Comedy:
Aristophanes, Rhetoric, and Democracy in Fifth-Century Athens forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So
, let's have it appreciate reading.

Philip Nguyen:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Court of Comedy:
Aristophanes, Rhetoric, and Democracy in Fifth-Century Athens which is obtaining the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's see.

Shelley Gavin:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to
around the world. From the book The Court of Comedy: Aristophanes, Rhetoric, and Democracy in Fifth-
Century Athens we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person
must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life at this time book The Court of Comedy: Aristophanes, Rhetoric, and Democracy in Fifth-



Century Athens. You can more pleasing than now.
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