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What actually took place in the private laboratory of a mid-seventeenth century alchemist? How did he direct
his quest after the secrets of Nature? What instruments and theoretical principles did he employ?

Using, as their guide, the previously misunderstood interactions between Robert Boyle, widely known as
"the father of chemistry," and George Starkey, an alchemist and the most prominent American scientific
writer before Benjamin Franklin as their guide, Newman and Principe reveal the hitherto hidden laboratory
operations of a famous alchemist and argue that many of the principles and practices characteristic of
modern chemistry derive from alchemy. By analyzing Starkey's extraordinary laboratory notebooks, the
authors show how this American "chymist" translated the wildly figurative writings of traditional alchemy
into quantitative, carefully reasoned laboratory practice—and then encoded his own work in allegorical,
secretive treatises under the name of Eirenaeus Philalethes. The intriguing "mystic" Joan Baptista Van
Helmont—a favorite of Starkey, Boyle, and even of Lavoisier—emerges from this study as a surprisingly
central figure in seventeenth-century "chymistry." A common emphasis on quantification, material
production, and analysis/synthesis, the authors argue, illustrates a continuity of goals and practices from late
medieval alchemy down to and beyond the Chemical Revolution.

For anyone who wants to understand how alchemy was actually practiced during the Scientific Revolution
and what it contributed to the development of modern chemistry, Alchemy Tried in the Fire will be a
veritable philosopher's stone.
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From reader reviews:

Pearl Norris:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Alchemy Tried in the
Fire: Starkey, Boyle, and the Fate of Helmontian Chymistry is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Richelle Johnson:

This book untitled Alchemy Tried in the Fire: Starkey, Boyle, and the Fate of Helmontian Chymistry to be
one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you
can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by means
of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this
book from your list.

James Henderson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Alchemy Tried in the Fire:
Starkey, Boyle, and the Fate of Helmontian Chymistry, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination
right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What?
Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Delilah Jordan:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's internal or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to at this time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important,
boring and can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Alchemy Tried in the Fire: Starkey, Boyle, and the Fate of
Helmontian Chymistry can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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