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Between late 1863 and mid-1864, an armed band of Confederate deserters battled Confederate cavalry in the
Piney Woods region of Jones County, Mississippi. Calling themselves the Knight Company after their
captain, Newton Knight, they set up headquarters in the swamps of the Leaf River, where they declared their
loyalty to the U.S. government.

The story of the Jones County rebellion is well known among Mississippians, and debate over whether the
county actually seceded from the state during the war has smoldered for more than a century. Adding further
controversy to the legend is the story of Newt Knight's interracial romance with his wartime accomplice,
Rachel, a slave. From their relationship there developed a mixed-race community that endured long after the
Civil War had ended, and the ambiguous racial identity of their descendants confounded the rules of
segregated Mississippi well into the twentieth century.

Victoria Bynum traces the origins and legacy of the Jones County uprising from the American Revolution to
the modern civil rights movement. In bridging the gap between the legendary and the real Free State of
Jones, she shows how the legend--what was told, what was embellished, and what was left out--reveals a
great deal about the South's transition from slavery to segregation; the racial, gender, and class politics of the
period; and the contingent nature of history and memory.

In a new afterword, Bynum updates readers on recent scholarship, current issues of race and Southern
heritage, and the coming movie that make this Civil War story essential reading.

The Free State of Jones film, starring Matthew McConaughey, Gugu Mbatha-Raw, and Keri Russell, will be
released in May 2016.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hickox:

This The Free State of Jones, Movie Edition: Mississippi's Longest Civil War (The Fred W. Morrison Series
in Southern Studies) are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason
of this The Free State of Jones, Movie Edition: Mississippi's Longest Civil War (The Fred W. Morrison
Series in Southern Studies) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than
just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your before knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the
e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Free State of Jones, Movie Edition: Mississippi's Longest Civil
War (The Fred W. Morrison Series in Southern Studies) giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

Darrell Mayo:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer could be The Free State of Jones, Movie Edition: Mississippi's Longest Civil War (The
Fred W. Morrison Series in Southern Studies) why because the excellent cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Irene Delong:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The The Free State
of Jones, Movie Edition: Mississippi's Longest Civil War (The Fred W. Morrison Series in Southern Studies)
provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Alice Olivares:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for



the The Free State of Jones, Movie Edition: Mississippi's Longest Civil War (The Fred W. Morrison Series
in Southern Studies) when you necessary it?
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