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Jews have long occupied visible roles in the South. Jewish families have owned establishments ranging from
dry-goods stores to Thomas Jefferson's Monticello, and some of the region's most important writers and
scholars have been Jewish. Yet surveys of southern culture rarely assess the contributions of Jews, while
histories of Jews in America virtually exclude those living in the South. Eliza R. L. McGraw's multifaceted
study fills both gaps and in doing so expands how we define the South.

In Two Covenants, McGraw mines eclectic representations of Southern Jewishness as varied as the Carolina
Israelite newspaper, the Mardi Gras Krewe du Jieux, southern Baptist conversion--instruction pamphlets, and
the film Driving Miss Daisy. She also considers literary representations of southern Jews in the works of
both Jewish and non-Jewish writers, including Thomas Wolfe, Robert Penn Warren, Walker Percy, Lillian
Hellman, David Cohn, Louis Rubin, Jr., Eli Evans, James Weldon Johnson, Jean Toomer, and Charles
Chesnutt.

While concerned with established concepts such as ethnicity and region, McGraw raises many questions that
illustrate the complexity of southern Jewishness. Can one individual straddle two identities? How do race,
class, and gender influence southern Jewishness? What are the differences between southern Jews and other
southerners, or between southern Jews and other Jews? Does anti-Semitism manifest itself differently or with
unique effects in the South?

In suggesting answers to these and other questions, McGraw ranges widely over the southern cultural
landscape and reveals that although southern Jewishness remains a marginal identity due to the small size of
its constituency it nevertheless inhabits and helps to form the South at large. The very presence and vitality
of southern Jewishness demonstrate that southern identity, like national identity, is a fluid cultural
experience.
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From reader reviews:

Jaleesa Greenwood:

The book Two Covenants: Representations of Southern Jewishness (Southern Literary Studies) gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can
for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you
can make studying a book Two Covenants: Representations of Southern Jewishness (Southern Literary
Studies) to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase
your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a book
Two Covenants: Representations of Southern Jewishness (Southern Literary Studies). Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Terry Myers:

The book Two Covenants: Representations of Southern Jewishness (Southern Literary Studies) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave
the good thing like a book Two Covenants: Representations of Southern Jewishness (Southern Literary
Studies)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many
info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information
that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Two Covenants:
Representations of Southern Jewishness (Southern Literary Studies) has simple shape however you know: it
has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it
is very wonderful.

William Jones:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Two Covenants: Representations of
Southern Jewishness (Southern Literary Studies) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick Two Covenants: Representations of
Southern Jewishness (Southern Literary Studies) become your starter.

Betty Bass:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read



education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
and soon. The Two Covenants: Representations of Southern Jewishness (Southern Literary Studies) provide
you with a new experience in reading through a book.
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