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Social pacts – policy agreements between governments, labor unions and sometimes employer organizations
– began to emerge in many countries in the 1980s. The most common explanations for social pacts tend to
focus on economic factors, influenced by industrial relations institutions such as highly coordinated
collective bargaining. This book presents, and tests, an alternative and complementary explanation
highlighting the electoral calculations made by political parties in choosing pacts.

Using a dataset covering 16 European countries for the years 1980-2006, as well as eight in-depth country
case studies, the authors argue that governments’ choice of social pacts or legislation is less influenced by
economic problems, but is strongly influenced by electoral competition. Social pacts will be attractive when
party leaders perceive them to be helpful in reducing the potential electoral costs of economic adjustment
and wage restraint policies. Alternatively, parties may forgo negotiations with social partners and seek to
impose such policies unilaterally if they believe that approach will yield electoral gain or minimize electoral
costs.

By combining the separate literatures on political economy and party politics, the book sheds new light on
the dynamics of social pacts in Western Europe. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of
political science, economics, political economy, European Studies and comparative politics.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Wiggins:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Parties, Elections, and Policy Reforms in Western Europe: Voting for Social Pacts (Routledge
Research in Comparative Politics), you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Araceli Burns:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a publication. The book Parties, Elections, and Policy Reforms in Western Europe: Voting for Social
Pacts (Routledge Research in Comparative Politics) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Ray Ortiz:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is usually Parties, Elections, and Policy Reforms in Western Europe: Voting for Social Pacts (Routledge
Research in Comparative Politics).

Ali Ellison:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Parties, Elections, and Policy Reforms in Western
Europe: Voting for Social Pacts (Routledge Research in Comparative Politics) was colourful and of course
has pictures on the website. As we know that book Parties, Elections, and Policy Reforms in Western
Europe: Voting for Social Pacts (Routledge Research in Comparative Politics) has many kinds or category.



Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel
that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you
feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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