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In 1932 security forces in El Salvador murdered 25,000 peasants and workers. Between 1978 and 1991 the
Salvadoran government killed an additional 50,000 civilians. Death squads maimed and tortured their
victims, who included labor organizers, priests, and teachers. By the later months of 1980, government
forces were slaughtering 1,000 civilians a month. Most of those killed were poor or worked with the poor. In
per capita terms Salvadoran state terror was among the worst in the hemisphere. States have killed more
people than have rebellions, but we know very little about what factors influence this genocide. Why do
states kill? In this provocative and chilling book, William Stanley demonstrates that the Salvadoran military
state was essentially a protection racket. It offered protection to the elites from civilian uprising and in return
received a concession to govern. This protection took the form of wide-scale murder.As Stanley puts it,
'State violence was a currency of relations between state and non-state elites'. There are valuable lessons in
this book for all those concerned with state-sponsored terror. It indicts the United States for having
strengthened the might of the Salvadoran military. It challenges conventional wisdom about governments
and repression and shows state-sponsored violence as much more than just a response to opposition. Author
note: William Stanley is Assistant Professor of Political Science at the University of New Mexico.
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From reader reviews:

Lily Pawlak:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is The
Protection Racket State: Elite Politics, Military Extortion, and Civil War in El Salvador (Political
Science/Latin America Studies).

Steven Stockton:

The Protection Racket State: Elite Politics, Military Extortion, and Civil War in El Salvador (Political
Science/Latin America Studies) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her
effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Protection Racket State: Elite Politics,
Military Extortion, and Civil War in El Salvador (Political Science/Latin America Studies) although doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Martin Song:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The
The Protection Racket State: Elite Politics, Military Extortion, and Civil War in El Salvador (Political
Science/Latin America Studies) provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

James Martin:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Protection Racket State: Elite Politics, Military



Extortion, and Civil War in El Salvador (Political Science/Latin America Studies) can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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