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Can looking at disaster and mass death destroy us? Forgetting Lot's Wife provides a theory and a
fragmentary history of destructive spectatorship in the twentieth century. Its subject is the notion that the
sight of historical catastrophe can destroy the spectator. The fragments of this history all lead back to the
story of Lot's wife: looking back at the destruction of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, she turns into a
pillar of salt. This biblical story of punishment and transformation, a nexus of sexuality, sight, and cities,
becomes the template for the modern fear that looking back at disaster might petrify the spectator. Although
rarely articulated directly,this idea remains powerful in our culture. This book traces some of its aesthetic,
theoretical, and ethical consequences. Harries traces the figure of Lot's wife across media. In extended
engagements with examples from twentieth-century theater, film, and painting, he focuses on the theatrical
theory of Antonin Artaud, a series of American films, and paintings by Anselm Kiefer. These examples all
return to the story of Lot's wife as a way to think about modern predicaments of the spectator. On the one
hand, the sometimes veiled figure of Lot's wife allows these artists to picture the desire to destroy the
spectator; on the other, she stands as a sign of the potential danger to the spectator. These works, that is,
enact critiques of the very desire that inspires them.The book closes with an extended meditation on
September 11, criticizing the notion that we should have been destroyed by witnessing the events of that day.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Lyons:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Forgetting Lot's Wife: On Destructive Spectatorship.

Eleanor Hayes:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read.
If you want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled Forgetting Lot's Wife: On Destructive
Spectatorship can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

William Jewell:

The actual book Forgetting Lot's Wife: On Destructive Spectatorship has a lot associated with on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Kevin Masterson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Forgetting Lot's Wife: On Destructive
Spectatorship was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Forgetting
Lot's Wife: On Destructive Spectatorship has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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