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For a biographer Shelby Foote is a famously reluctant subject. In writing this biography, however, C. Stuart
Chapman gained valuable access through interviews and shared correspondence, an advantage Foote rarely
has granted to others.

Born into Mississippi Delta gentry in 1916, Foote has engaged in a lifelong struggle with the realities behind
his persona, the classic image of the southern gentleman. His polished civil graces mask a conflict deep
within. Foote's beloved South is a changing region, and even progressive change, of which Foote approves,
can be unsettling. In letters and interviews, and in his writings, he often waxes nostalgic as he grapples to
recover the grace of an earlier time, particularly the era of the Civil War. Indeed, Chapman reveals that the
whole of Foote's novels and historical narratives serves as a refuge from deeply ambiguous feelings. As
Foote has struggled to understand the radical shifts brought to his native land by modernization and the
region's integration into the nation, his personal history has been clouded by ideological conflict.

This biography shows him pining for aristocratic, antebellum culture while rejecting the practices that made
possible the injustices of that era. Privately and vehemently, Foote opposed George C. Wallace's and Ross
Barnett's untenable segregationist stance. Yet publicly during the 1960s and '70s he skirted the explosive race
issue.

Foote is best known for his dazzling and definitive The Civil War: A Narrative. Written from 1954 to 1974,
the three-volume opus was published during years when the South exploded with racial and political tensions
and was forever changed. This biography recognizes that nowhere are Foote's personal conflicts,
ambivalence, and outright contradictions more on display than in his fiction. Although Love in a Dry Season,
Jordan County, and September, September are set in the contemporary South, they reach no firm social
resolutions. Instead they entertain, dramatize, and come to grips with the social, gender, and racial barriers of
the southern life he experienced.

While showing how Foote's guarded embrace of the South's past and present characterizes his identity as a
thinker, a historian, and a writer of fiction, Chapman discloses Foote's reluctance to address burning
contemporary issues and his veiled desire to recall more gracious times.

C. Stuart Chapman is a Massachusetts State House aide living in Jamaica Plain. His work has been published
in the Clarksdale Press-Register, Memphis Business Journal, the Memphis Commercial Appeal, Jamaica
Plain Gazette, Modern Fiction Studies, and other publications.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Jones:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question
mainly because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Shelby Foote: A Writer's Life to
read.

Kelsey Jimenez:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Shelby Foote:
A Writer's Life book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just
a book.

Byron Hiebert:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try
to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them
is this Shelby Foote: A Writer's Life.

Cody Chenault:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Shelby Foote: A Writer's Life your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get
just before. The Shelby Foote: A Writer's Life giving you an additional experience more than blown away
your head but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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