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"Quite the contrary of old generals, nations do not fade away; they have to be killed."

Richard Adams' view of the nation as a basic social unit is central to this pioneering study in social
anthropology. The result of many years of research in Guatemala, this volume utilizes the author's fieldwork
as well as that of his colleagues and students to construct a set of concepts explaining how Guatemala
reached the difficult circumstances in which it found itself in the 1960s—and still finds itself today.

With the breakup of the great colonial empires after the Second World War, the curtain that had been drawn
around Marx by Western social scientists fell away; countries once called "primitive" began to be seen as
"underdeveloped," while those once thought to be stable and advanced began to appear predatory and
conflict ridden. The theme of Mr. Adams' book is that, in the world as a whole, there is a structural escalation
of power concentration.

The author believes that Guatemala, as a small nation within the general domain of the United States, is
caught in the developmental hinterland of that powerful neighbor and that the United States, within its own
capitalistic development pattern and in competition with other leading world powers, cannot allow the
smaller nation to resolve its own political and social problems. Thus Guatemala, he declares, finds itself
crucified by unyielding and uncontrollable power plays beyond its national borders.

As a background for the study of specific sectors in Guatemalan society, the author discusses the theoretical
nature of complex societies. He shows the cohesive force of a nation to be its power structure and then
examines mechanisms whereby this structure is kept intact in Guatemala. Special emphasis is given to the
lack of access to power by the poor, the development of the military, the organization of power within the
Catholic Church, and the expansion of upper-sector interest groups.

While there was important growth in the power of upper-sector Guatemalan society over the two decades of
the study, there was no comparable increase in distribution; the position of the lower sectors within the
power structure has therefore changed very slightly. "Development," then, in Guatemala was principally in
terms of what was advantageous to the major powers.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Dewitt:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Crucifixion by Power: Essays on Guatemalan National Social Structure,
1944-1966 book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
give to you. The writer regarding Crucifixion by Power: Essays on Guatemalan National Social Structure,
1944-1966 content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are
not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Crucifixion by
Power: Essays on Guatemalan National Social Structure, 1944-1966 is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Robert Eslinger:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this Crucifixion by Power: Essays on Guatemalan National Social Structure, 1944-1966, you can
tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a e-book.

Lula Day:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be
learn. Crucifixion by Power: Essays on Guatemalan National Social Structure, 1944-1966 can be your
answer because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Donald Shelton:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Crucifixion by Power: Essays on Guatemalan
National Social Structure, 1944-1966 can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this
one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's
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