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The Coquette tells the much-publicized story of the seduction and death of Elizabeth Whitman, a poet from
Hartford, Connecticut.
Written as a series of letters--between the heroine and her friends and lovers--it describes her long, tortuous
courtship by two men, neither of whom perfectly suits her. Eliza Wharton (as Whitman is called in the novel)
wavers between Major Sanford, a charming but insincere man, and the Reverend Boyer, a bore who wants to
marry her. When, in her mid-30s, Wharton finds herself suddenly abandoned when both men marry other
women, she willfully enters into an adulterous relationship with Sanford and becomes pregnant. Alone and
dejected, she dies in childbirth at a roadside inn. Eliza Wharton, whose real-life counterpart was distantly
related to Hannah Foster's husband, was one of the first women in American fiction to emerge as a real
person facing a dilemma in her life. In her Introduction, Davidson discusses the parallels between Elizabeth
Whitman and the fictional Eliza Wharton. She shows the limitations placed on women in the 18th century
and the attempts of one woman to rebel against those limitations.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Gomes:

Here thing why this specific The Coquette (Early American Women Writers) are different and dependable to
be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is
as delicious as food or not. The Coquette (Early American Women Writers) giving you information deeper
as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with The Coquette
(Early American Women Writers). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can
easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Coquette (Early American Women
Writers) in e-book can be your alternate.

Helen Mota:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Coquette (Early American Women Writers), you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Jennifer Barton:

The guide with title The Coquette (Early American Women Writers) posesses a lot of information that you
can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the globalization.
You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Mary Moore:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find guide that need more time to be go through. The Coquette (Early American Women Writers) can be
your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short time problems.
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