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This is a biographical study of Alexander William Roberts, a Free Church of Scotland missionary educator
who in 1883 was posted to the Lovedale Institution at Alice, South Africa. Inspired by the night sky of the
southern hemisphere, Roberts became a leading observer of variable stars and an early contributor to the
theory of close interacting binary stars. He actively promoted the development of colonial scientific culture
and was elected president of the South African Association for the Advancement of Science in 1913. His
teaching career at Lovedale fostered a commitment to the interests of his African students and their
communities. In 1920 Roberts was appointed to the South African senate to represent “native” Africans; he
also served as senior member of the Native Affairs Commission. Despite his liberal instincts he acquiesced
to the movement toward racial segregation as advanced in the Natives (Urban Areas) and Native
Administration Acts. Roberts nonetheless militated against the erosion of the Cape non-racial franchise
rights; he resigned from the Native Affairs Commission just as the all-white parliament was poised to
remove Africans from the common voters’ roll. His engagement with the politics of race interfered with
Roberts’s astronomical research. Although he published nearly one hundred papers in scientific journals
most of his observational data remained unknown until the Boyden Observatory’s Roberts archive was
digitized in 2006. His influence as a mission educator also has been little known, although among his pupils
were journalist and academic D.D.T. Jabavu, the physician James Moroka, and Swazi king Sobhuza I.
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From reader reviews:

Serina Horne:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Mission, Science, and Race in South Africa: A. W. Roberts of
Lovedale, 1883-1938 book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that
want to give to you. The writer involving Mission, Science, and Race in South Africa: A. W. Roberts of
Lovedale, 1883-1938 content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
Mission, Science, and Race in South Africa: A. W. Roberts of Lovedale, 1883-1938 is not loveable to be
your top checklist reading book?

Daniel Bravo:

The knowledge that you get from Mission, Science, and Race in South Africa: A. W. Roberts of Lovedale,
1883-1938 is a more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get interested
in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Mission, Science, and Race in South
Africa: A. W. Roberts of Lovedale, 1883-1938 giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the
author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having that Mission, Science, and Race in South Africa: A. W. Roberts of Lovedale, 1883-
1938 instantly.

Johnna Chapin:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Mission, Science, and Race in South
Africa: A. W. Roberts of Lovedale, 1883-1938 book written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
doubt Mission, Science, and Race in South Africa: A. W. Roberts of Lovedale, 1883-1938 as good book not
merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its
handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Kent Dennis:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but



nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Mission, Science, and Race in South Africa: A. W. Roberts of Lovedale,
1883-1938 can make you feel more interested to read.
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